
DOCU E IT REsUME

ED 061 961 LI 003 626

AUTHOR Martin, Patrick A.
TITLE Library Services for tha Handi a ped in Maine; A

State-of-the-Art Report.
PUB DATE Jul 70
NOTE 122p.;(20 References); Research Paper Submitted to

Faculty of Dept. of Library science, Catholic
of America, in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for Degree of Master of Science in
Library Science

EDRS PRICE MF-$0-65 HC-$6.58
DESCRIPTORS *Handicapped; Libraries; *Library Programs; *Library

Services; Physically Handicapped; Visually
Handicapped

IDENTIFIERS *Maine

ABSTRACT
The purpose of this state-of-the-art report is to

describe how handicapped readers in Maine receive their special
library services as part of the national network. Handicapped readers
are defined as those persons who are unable to read conventional
print or handle conventionally printed materials because of some
visual or physical impairment. The first part of the report,
examining Maine's handicapped reader population itself, discusses the
actual participants in the program, and describes the state's efforts
to spread the special library services to more eligible haadicapped
persons who are not yet using thcm. Part two of the report examines
Maine's agencies participating in the program of providing special
library services for handicapped readers. Looking to the future, the
final chapter recommends the continuation and development of library
services for the handicapped, and suggests the use of bookmobiles and
telephone hook-ups between the handicapped and the libraries.
(Author/SJ)



"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY-
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED
BY

/17
to7,-,---/c.k ir7a.r-7,7 'n_
TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE U S OFFICE
QE EDUCATION EURTHER REPRODUCTION
OUTSIDE THE ERIE SYSTEM REQUIRES PER-
MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER

%.0
c.7".

LIBRARY SERVICPS FOR THE HANDICAPPED IN JAINE
C=1

A STATE OF THE ART REPORT
LU

by

Brother Patrick Martin, F.I.C.

A Research Paper Submitted to the Faculty of
The Department of Library Science of The Catholic
University of Anerica in.Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the uegree of Master of Science
in Library 3cience.

July, 1970

Washington, D.C.



Copyright Patri k Arthur martin, 1970=



A nin

P FAC1R

-old boy, unable to w lk and bar ly able

t- see, after some five months of care and treatment in a

northern ,aine hospital,. claimed 1 victory over tubercular

meningitis on Decembei- 1953 rt.'', he rejoined h, family

in Limestme, I.aine. W3.tli close to a dozen brothers and

sisters at home with ,

niatter of time and 'riaCtice..

arni- o walk was merely a

Somewhat inexplicably ihe bqy

focal vision returned sufficiently to permit the reading

f conventional prin4:- syllable by syllable.

And nowt nor(' ,an sixteen years later, having com-

pleted his edu.cation in the Limestone, flaine, public schools

a_college prepara ory ligh school of the Brothers of Christian

Instruction in Alfred, Maine, and Walsh College in Canton,

Ohio, that same northern-fp ine boy is about to complete the

requirements for a masters degree in librar _anship at the

Catholic UniversitT ofjmerica, n Washingto-- D.0 under

a Higher Education.A.ct Fellowship awarded to him in the

spring of 1969. It via-a:here- in Washington in the fall

1969 that tl t boyv flro±her Patrick Martin, _irst learned

about the tremendous prog arvof "library se-ices for the

handicapped" 'that areAlow -vailable for all uho are unable

to read or handle conventionally printed daterials.

Convinced that many other persons are unazare of

the special library servi.ces which could benefit them, the
; 4



author decided to und rtake thi rip c describixg all

that Maine his home state, is doing in the area of 'tlibrary

services for the handicapped- ' It is hoped that with the

publication and dlstribution of this work many other eligible

readers will learn of the services available to them.

Very little publish rial exists on the sub-

ject of "Maine's library services for the handicapped."

The list of persons and a encies, therefore, whose help was

needed, sought and given enthuSiastically for the completion

of this work cotld fll, a volume'by itself Approximately

two dozen national agencles _nd.organizatiOns serving the

handicapped %ere contacted by the ,author and most of these

responded either vith direct information or with hel ful

suggestions as to pertinent sources for

At least two of these. must-be .mentioned specifically here.

The reference staff at tbe Diyision for the Blind and Phy-

sically Handicapped of the Library of Congress made all of

their materials on blindness and services for the blind

available for the auth, tise;- and, the Washington office

needed information.

Of the American Associ tion of Workers for the Blind

opened its reference .,acilities to the author.

In laine, much help.and enthusiastic support came

fr'om all sides, Mr. C. Owen Pollard, Direct-r- Division

Eye Care and Special Services State:Department of Health

_nd Welfare Augusta, Maine,' and Mr. Gary Nichols State

Consultant, Library Services, for the Visually and Physically



Eandi_apped, Maine -L-e Library
and supported the proposed work

I

-om the very

el w lcomed

tsct and

were most helpful in providing the author with information,

statistics- appointments, and other facilities needed for

the completion and success of the research project. The

regional librarian for the

Ouellette, at the Perkin

town, Massachusett

was' most cooperative

its conclusion. Sr

which

handicapped, Mrs. Billie

chool for the Blild, n Wa e

presently serves Maine r

see the project toand did much to

Mary I, cr el, R.S.M. a d Sr. Harriet

Grondin, C.S.j heading respectively the two Blind Children's

Resource Centers in the state, spared no efforts to aid

the author in his r search.

A special thanks is due to Mr. How rd Daycraft-

Chairman. of the Board, The lI.W. Wilson Company, who took an

interest in the a thor's project fron the beginning and con-

t nually sent the author news clippings and other pertinent

inforr-tion for the project And finally, the author is

greatly indebted to Rev. a es J. Kortendick, S.S., Ph.D.,

Associate Professor of Library Science and Head of the

Department of Library Science, The Catholic University o

America, whose interest in the author's work was shown_

throughout the duration of the project, and to Mrs Elizabeth

W. Stone, Ph.D, A sociate Professor of Library Science and

Assistant to, the Lead of the Departnent, who directed and

encouraged the author in this research venture.
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INTRODUCTION

"Library services for visually handi-
capped persons have the same pbjectives func-
tionally_as those for the general public.
These objectives would include children and
adults learning about the world and people
around them; developing skills'and knowledge;
gathering information relating to work and
vocations; filling leisure time profitably
for the stimulation and satisfaction that
rea ing can giVe.

There are differences though in the manner in
which reading IS accoMplished by visually
handicapped personS. !The methods range:from
.the use of regular books withthe print'en-
larged by mechanical or optical aids; to large
type materials; to the spoken vord and or
tactile aids such as braille."'

The above statement of library objectives would be

equally true if the word vi lly" were omitted. Originally,

the national program of library services for tl'e handicapped

as administered by the Library of Congress and regional library

system was reserved for the legally blind, persons with "visual

acuity for distant vision of 20 200 or less in the better eye

with best correction;. or visual acuity of more than 20 200 if

the widest diameter of field of vision subtends an angle no-

greater than 20 degrees. 12-

1 .

American Foundation for the Blind, Inc., Program Review:
DiVision _ E Chre and SD- al Services De artment ofFEWith
and Wel . Augusta,, a;l_ne: 5.1Mal. New York: American_

Foundation or the Bfaraa771-96 15-0-44-;------
1

12
Naine, 1 mission on Rehabilitation d Co rehensive/Statede r1ann1n for Vocational Rehabilitation StE17,2_a_21LIE1

Re ort. on P.e;labilitation Needs, 1969) ,o -Lp 10



When the program was set up with the Pratt -oot Act

of 1931, service's were available only for the aduli legally

blind. An amendment in 1952 brought legally blind children

within the scope .of these special library services, and final-

ly, with the passage of Public Law 89-522 (July 30, 1966) such

services were authorized even for Sighted phy ically .handi-

capped persons.3 Today, _herefore, the word "handicapped" in

the phrase "library services for t_e handicapped" could be

defined as including all persons who are unable to read conven-

tional print or handle conve-tionally printed materials because

of *ome visual or physical impairment- This is the definition

upon which this report will be based.

One type of handicapped readers has been deliberate1y

left out of,consideration in this report The deaf, e.cepting

the deafblind and/or other multiply impaired deaf readers,

far the most part can read and handle conventionally printed

materials. Their special library needs would come in the areas

af captioned films and the like. Since the scope of this

paper aiMs to include only those unable TO make use of con-

ventionally printed books, magazines, etc, it has been decided

not to discuss the special library programs for the deaf.

Increed a follow-up.volume to this report could be

that subject alone.

The national program of library tervices for the handi-

capped is a splendid eample of current federal-state_individual

ritten on

3
Howard Hayeraft, Books for the Blind and Ph sicall

Handicapped: A Postscri t and An Appreciation, 3d rev. ed.,
(New York: Wilson, 1968 p. 1.

2



cooperation. The Library of Congress designated by the Pratt-

Smoot Act as the center of the i;rogram, has quick 1 expanded

the network of libraries involved in the library-services

for-the- andicapped program in order to reach handicapped readers

all over the country. ihere are presen.ly some forty-five such

"regional libraries for th ll.nd and physicaliy handicapped"

and more are in develoPMental stages. Readers of the United

States who cannot handle r .ad conventionally printed materials

can participate in thiS tational-program of spocial library

services through:one

The purpose .

describe how ham icap;

library services as pal

hese regional-libraries.

this tate _f the art report is to

1 readers ,hine receive their special

f Ole national network. The f5rst

part of the r purt, 'e7nat. anCticapped-reader PPpu

lation itself, wiII, f3.t discuss the actual participants in

the program and 03.11 'then go-on t de,cribe Yaine-s'e.

to spread the-SpeciaI. library services to more cli ible handl

capped persons who are.not yet ;making use of them, Part twcL

f the report will then 'speak. -of Maine's agencies par.cipatills

in ti_ program ofpro7Id5_1g. Special 15brary services for handi

cap, d readers in. Yaine. 'Looking to the futUre, the f_nal

chapter will make.some retommeudatiom for the continua ion

and development of library services for the handicapped 5.n

Maine.



PART I

VIA INE S HANDI CAPPED READERS



CUAPTER 1

PRESENT HANDICAPPED READERS IN I, INE

Requirements

"Public laws 89-522 and 89-511 authorize
the Library oi Ccingress to extend its books to'
those individuals unable to read conventional
print because of a physical limitation". Tte
Division of Eye Care and Special Services is the
state agency in Naine_designated by the Library
of Congress for the distribution of Talking Book
Machines. Both the machines and recorders are
loaned without charge to any individual unable
to read conventional print- because of a.physical,
handicap... Eligibility requirements are based on
the rules and regulations_established by the_
United States Library of Congress, Division for
the Blind and .PhysiCally Handicapped. Eligibility
is established as follows:

I. Blindness or a 1 limitation
2.. Any physical ailrat that makes the

holding or readingof ordinary books
and magazines either impossible or so
difficult that it prevents the individual
from reading
A functi nal diSorder due t- brain
damage.

In this we have the broadest definition of _the "handi-

capped" who may participate in the national program of library

services for the handicapped. No longer (since 1966) is legal

blindness the miniMum requirement for participation. Maine

Statutes have been in the forefront for quite some ti e con-

ine, Department of Health and Welfare, Division
of Eye Care and Special Servicest, Poll and Procedural- -:nual,
CAugusta, Maine: Department Of Health andael are, 1969
"Library Services to the Visually and Physically Handicapped,"
p. 1 14



cernircf such participation. In the days wten "legal blind-

ness. qas the requirement and it was defined as including persons

with "visual acuity for distant vision of 20 200 or less in

the better eye with best correction, or visual acuity of more

than. 20 200 if the widest diameter of field of vision subtends

an angle no greater than 20 degrees,"5 Maine Statutes defined

blindness merely in terms of any vision handicap which pre-

vents the individual from performing his usual activities."6

If the- wo:ds 'physical condition" were substituted for "vision"

in Maine's defini4-Ion we would have practically the same

definition that is used today in d- ermining eligibility for

participation in the library-services-for-the-handicapped pro.

gram

The definition of the tthandicappedtt today has been left

withou ftringent legal limitations. Bach applicant for special

library services is treated individuallydoes his her handi-

cap, 5mpair ent, etc., prevent or seriously hamper ihe reading

AZ' conventionally printed materials? This is today's minimum

requirement for participation in the program.

'Such indefinite limitations of the definitions howeve4

do not. permit accurate up-to-date statistics concerning the

elm -ibIes for participation in the national program of-library

servfces for the handicapped. Statistics are available on the

legally blind" and on other types of handicapping conditions

to some extent. Maine is estimated, for example- to have

Maine, Commission on Rehabilitation Needs, T. 105

0Maine, Commission on Rehabilitation Needs, p. 105

15



approximately 11850 legally blind persons1 -ccording to

the stric definition i(,ven above and tht-.1. June, 1969, Annua

1-.1.saal of the Bureau of

of Education, WaShing

41,888 handicapped chi

the Dmultiply impaired"

much more complicated

Education for the Handicapped, Office
D.C., reports Maine as having some

en alonc 8 If statistics concerninc,

are introduced the picture becomes

B t such statistics are .not altogether

meaningful when speakinf of the handicapped in relation to the

national p ogram of l bi:ary services for the handicapped. Per-

sons otherwise considered severely handicapped may have no

impairment at all: when it comes:to the use of conventionally

printed- materials. Ot .rs with normal vision might be.severe1y

handicapped in their reading because of some nervous disorder.

There is no way of measuring slch "h dicapped" statistics,

except to count those already using the services,

Once a handicapped person has submitted his applica-

tion for special library serv5ces to the Division of Eye Care

and Special Services partment of Health and Welfare, in

Augusta Maine, and it Ias been approved, his application

is forwarded to the Perkins Sch801 for the Blind, Watertown,

Nassachusetts. The library at Perkins serves as "Regional

Library for. the Blind and PhySically Handicapped" for Massa-

chusetts and Maine handiC pped readers. As of April 1, 1970,

7National SocietY for the Prevention of Blindness,
Estimated Statistics on BlindneSs and Vision Problems. (New Yorc:
National Soc. or the Prevention o Blindness, 1966), p. 20

Departmen4 of 'Health, Education, and welfare,
Bureau of Education for the Eandicapped, Better E'_ucation for
Handic-,1),Red Children- WashincrtOn G.P 0 7-170-67o" 9 * 4. 2

6



Maine had 717 "readers" registered with -rer:ans 1 _Lb ary

Thirty-elght of these rcaders were considered to be "phy-

sically handicapped" and the remainder were "Visually" im-

paired reade s, Some fiftyfive percent of these readers

were women and about forty- h ee per cent were male readers.

The remainlng two per cent of Maine services from Perkins

library as of April 1, 1970, were provided to local :iibraries-

hospitals, and other, institutions for use by local handl-
,

capped patrons.

A geographical analysis of the 717 present handicapped

readers in Maine who are using the library services provided

by the library at Perkins School for the BiindHwill be help-

ful before considering some of the unique Droblems to Maine

in providing servites for handlcapped readers. Table:* 1

page 9, gives a county breakdown for Mainr- 7t nresent h_ndi-

capped readers, giving the total number of readers, the per

cent of the statels total handicapped-reader population,

the number of male and female readers, and the number of

institutions receiVing services for local patrons for each

of Mines sixteen. counties. Tables 2,through 179 on the

following pages, then break down each counWs totals by

city and town, giving for each the number of visually and

physically handicapped male and female readers as well as

the number of institttions in each town or city receiving

the special library services for local patrons.



TABLE 1.--County Analysis 6f Maine's Present Handlca Ded Readers
Receiving Services from the Library at the

Perkins School for the Blind

County Total
Handi-
Capped
Readers

Per ent-
age of
State's
Total

Total
Male
Readers

Total
Female
Readers

Institu-
tions
Using.
Servic s

Androscoggin
AroostooX

Cumberland
Franklin

50
46

186
17

6.9%
6.4%

25.9%
2.4%

25
19

88
6

24
27

94
11

1

4

Hancock 39 5.4% 14 25
Kennebec 69 9.6% 31 36 2

Knox 29 4,0% 7 20 2
Lincoln 17 2.4% 6 8 3

Oxford 25 3.5% 8 16
Penobscot 70 9.8% 25 44 1

Piscataq is 12 1.7% 5 7 0
Sagadahoc 6 0.8% 1 5 0

Somerset 32 4.5% 1.0 20 2
Waldo 24 3.4% 14 9 1

Washington 25 3.5%, 14 0
York 70 9.8%

.11
40 30

Total 717 1000% 310 390' 17

91111 figures for_Tables 1-17 have been comptted by
the author from the handicapped-reader file at the Division
of Eye Care and Special Services, Departmentof Health and-
Welfare, Augusta, Maine, All,figtres given in these tables
are dated as of April 1, 19704 and include only those readers
who are registered as receiving services from the library at
the Perans School for the .Blind, Watertown, Massachusetts.



Androsc ;gin CO nty flandicapped Readers"

NDOSCOGGIN
.COUNTY
tion

Total Handicapped Readers 50
Per Cent of State's Total 6.9%
TOtal Male Readers - 25
Total Pemale Readers -:24
Institutions ,Using Services- 1

N. liverrenre
ilberlVille

LivamoreFalls

2E1

E. Liverm re

vermore

2

tlocves
ern er Lee

ndroscoggin
Lake

ecrin. _

Cit
Vis.MF 11*.

\I 1 F
1

Auburn 3 8 1,,0 0
Danville 1 0 O'0 0
Greene 1 0 OLO 0
Lewiston 9 10 0 L.1 1
LiSbon 1 0 00 0
Lisbon
Palls 5 1 0. 0 0

LivermOr
Pails 2 2 0 0 0

Mechanic
Palls 0 1 Oi 0 0

POland 0 1 0 (1) 0
Poland
Springs0 10 00

Furrier. 0 1 0 0 0

Lake
Auburn

Auburn
,Leclitn1

NH
Mnot

abaft
Pond

Bates
College

fripp
Pon

Danvil I e
sbon6lIs

Duitiam

10
All county limps for Ta les., 2-17 have been taken from

Marm,_Priendkr State .of_Maine4 Pacts.(Rockland, Maine:CoUrier
gazette, 1965)1 Ni. 19, 227 237 .51 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 377 '397
41 43, 45, 47, 49,2i.nd 51 respetiyely

11.
,SyMbolsfor. Tables 2-11 t "Vis "Visually Handicapped

Readere: "Phy.",-4 "Physically Handicapped. Readers"; ." - "Institu-
tions usihg serviceS" "M" '-'. "Males"1 ,"F"I,. "FeMales%

1



AROOSTOOK
COU NTY

Population 106, 4

TABLE 3.--Aroostook
Handicapped Readers A. Art

nd.or

Ashland
Blaine
Caribou
Eagle
Lake
Easton ,

Fort Fai
field

Fort Kent
Houlton
Limestone
Madawask
Mapleton
Mars Hill
Monti-
cello

Plaisted
Presque
Isle

St. John
Smyrna
Mills
Weston

Yis. Phy.

1 10 0 0
O 0 0 1 0
5 3 0 0 .0

ai f

1 1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0
3 5 1 1 0
1 0 0 0 0
O 1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0
O 1 0 0 0

Nei

Fera1e
Readers 27

0 0 0
1 0 0 0

Vre



TABLE.4 Cumberl nd CoUnty Handicapped Readers

lotal Handicapped
Readers - 186
Percentage of
State.IS
Total,'- 2.9%

Nale
Readers - SS.
Female
geaders e. 94
Institutions
Using
Services - 4

City IVis.IP Y.NM
I

Bailey
Island 1 0 0 0 0

Bridgton 1. 4 0 0
Brunswick 5 4 0. 0
Cape
BliRbeth 2 3 0 0
Casco 2 0 0 0 0
Chebeague
Island 2
Cliff
Island 0 1 0

Qimberland 1 2 0
East
Baldwin 1 0 0

Bast
Hiram 0 1 0
Falmouth 1
Falmouth
Foreside 1 1 0

Freeport 0 5 a
Gorham 4 3
Bhrrison 0 1
Peaks
Island ._1 1 0 0 0

Portland 38 34: 4 2 2
Raymond 0' 1 0 0 0
Scarboro - 1 0 0
Sebago
Lake 0 1 0 0 0
South
Harpswal0 0 1 0
South
'Portland 8 0 0
South
Windham 3 3
1,Baldwin 0 2
Nestbrook 3 3
1.Scarboro1 2 0

CUMBERLAND COUNTY
opulation 182 751

n 041Ped

Uso
Uppor
loom!.

tin

ilBrUnivrAB
4_7 71.11

1

Baldv.4
I 117

%-11.thind

afffibilth

Visbro uk Ter4;11.

wog

514P7

I

Portland e.
South Portland

kritand Head Lighi
egittg.

(WEI cr..
A Tv.,7
LI bpi ilmhtli

.44 tig447 Date Vrek

&wadi



TABLE 5 Franklin county Handica ped Readers

Tota1 , Fandicapi ed
- Readers - 17
Per _cent _of State

2.4%
laZe
:Readers - 6

.Ferpa1e
e-aders - -11
st it utions
sing
ervaces - 0

it y Vise Phy.
F M

_Dryden
=1:tis

rrning-
0

4y-
Aeld' 0

,Tevz

.,i,neyard

-Itantr,e1ey 1 2 0 0 0
, stt t o o o 0
:StXotig . 0c.

_

FRANKUN
COUNTY

Popu_ ation 20 6

Cnnbo,

k bI f=01
38

futhwila

fonnbi,5 C a:

e. AbP01/2

n 7,1 L_

.1120,,eicekmequniiekAr
Lak

ffr,D. arrnwegn
Shrto

'WO



7ABLB 60 Hancock County Handicapped Readers

Total Handicapped
Readers --39
Per cent of State's
Total 7 5.4%
Male
Readers. 14
Female:.
:Readers
Institutions

Using
Services - 0

City. Vis.
M F

Bar
Harbor 0 4

Bernard 0 1
Blue Hill 1 1
Brooks-
ville 1 3

Bucksport 1 1
Ellsworth 1 5
Franklin 1 0
Hancock 1 0
Manset 0 1
Penobscot 1 1.

Prospect
Harbor 1 0

Sargent-
ville 1
Sedgwick 1
Solth
lbombscot 1

Southwest
Harbor 1 2

Stoning-
ton 1

Swan's
Island 0, 1
V. Goulds
boro
linter.

0 1.

Harbor 1 1

HANCOCK
COUNTY

Population 32,293

V rl

SO

Ellie. M.

Allivanar
die

_Deg I'

O 0
O 0
O 0
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TABLE 7 Kenneb c :landicap Read rs

Total Handicapped
Readers - 69
Per cent of State
Total - 9.6%

Male
Readers - 31
Female
Readers - 36
Institutions
Using Ser-
vices - 2

City Vis. Phy.MPMF
Albion
Augusta
Belgrade
China
Clinton
Mast
Winthrop

Gardiner
Haliowell
Monmouth
Mount
.Vernon
Oalaand
Randolph
Readfield
South'

ardiner
Togus .

Water-vile
lindsOr
Winslow
Winthrelp

0 1 0 0 0
9 10 '0 e) 1
O 1 0 0 0
O 1 0 0 0
1 1 0 0 0

O 1 0 0 0
4 3 0 0 1
O 2 1 0 0
1 0 0 1 0

O 1 0 0
1 0 0' 0
2 0 0 0
O 1 0 0

O 1 0 0 '0
3 0 0 0 0

7 .7 0 1 0
O 1 0001
0 Ii 0 0 02 :2.0 0 0
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TABLE 8. -- Knox County Handicapped Readers

City Vis. I Phy.
1 F M F

Chmden
:Friend-
:Ship

_Glen
P.Ove

-North.
ilhven
Rockland
Thomaston
Yinal-

, -haven
liarren

0 0 0

0 0 p

0 0 0 o

1 .1 0 0 0
3 7 0 0 2.
O 2 0 0 0

O 3 0 0 JO
O 1 0 '0 0

Poipula

Total Handicapp
Readers - 29
Percenta e of
State's
Total -

Male
Readers
Female
Readers - 20
Institutions
Using
Services - 2

or4 n0.--J/0

- 7

KNOX COUNT
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t+.1f4
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Oki

Gi.r, Co 0 North
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la 4 IS
tt . ttt
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TABLE 9,

Total Handi
Readers -
Per cent of
Total - 2.

Male
Readers
Female
Readers -
Institution
Using
Services

capped
17
State s

40

- 6

8

Lincoln County Handicapped Readers

City

othbay
Harbor
Cooper's
Mills

bamaris-
Cotta

Drebden
East
toothbay

Pemaquld
ROund
Tond
SOuth
Bristol
WaidObOro
White-
field

J'fly,

0

0

O 0
O 0

O 0
O 0

O 0

O 0
O 0

0 1

LINCOLN
COUNTY

Population

SoMervil

18,497

Mtn
Haskell

Coopers Mill

Mitefield

2
Whiteficldff

A
Jefferson

2

N.
Waldobom

Mristom
ills

Dresden
Mills

ead Tide

Aln 1

ci
Noblebor wald r

heepco

C 0
Newcastle

Ftr-.4. 1 199

Edgecomb
Fort
Edgecorn
Mem

Dammsc a

Ch

Brist dnd
Pond

27

Boottilla

Boo thbay
New Harbor

oil Wm. Henry Memorial

Christmas
Cove

Ocean
Point

Pemaquid Pt.

agen

Daroariscove Is.



TABLE 10 Oxford County Handicapped Readers

Total Handicapped
Readers .6 25
Per cent of State's
Total 5 5%
Male
Readers -
Female
Readers 16
Institutions
-Using
Services - 1

City Vis.
M F

Phys

Bethel 1 2 0
Brown-
field 0 1 0 0

Bryant
Pond 0 1 0 0

Buckfiel 0 1 0 0
Dixfield 0 1 0 0
Zast
Andover 0 1 0 0
Hebron 1 0 0 0
Mexico 0 2 0 0
Newry 1 0 0 0
Norway 1 2 0 1
Rumford 2 1 0 0
South
Paris 0 1 0 0

Waterford 0 1 0 0
West
Paris 0. 1 0 0

West Pert 2 0

0

0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
1

0
0

0

OXFORD
COUNTY

Population 44 345

18



TABLE 11. Penobscot co nty Handicapped Readers

Total Handicapped
PENOBSCOTReaders - 70

Per cent of State -COUN TY
Total 9.8%

Male
Population 126,346Reader 25

Pema1e
r-Readers - 44
-.Institutions

Using.
Services - 1

City Vis.
IFTIF

P y. I

Bangor 1 18 0 0 f
Bradley 0 2 0 0 0
Brewer 1 1 0 2 0
Carmel 0 1 1 0 0
Carroll '0 1 0 0 0
Charles-
ton. 1 0 0 0 0
Corinna 0 1 1 0 0
Dexter 1 1 0 0 0
Dixtont 0 1 0 0 0
East
COrinth 0 1 0 0 0

Garland 0 .1 0 0 0
Hampden
It1i1and 0 1 0' 0 0

Howland 2 0 0. 0 0
Lincoln 2 2 0 0 0
Lincoln
Center 0 0 0 1 0

nocket 1 1 0 0 0
Newport 0 2 0 0 0
01d Town 2 3 0 0 0
Orono 1 1 0 0 0
Orrington 0 1 0 0 0
Patten 1 1 0 1 0
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19
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TABLE 12.. -- Piscataquis County Handicapped Readers

tal Handicapped
Readers - 12

Per cent of Stateis
Total - 1.7%

Male
Readers -

Female
Readers - 7

Institutions
Using
rervices - 0

City IVis. Phy.
M

Brown-
ville

Dover-
Foxcroft

Greenvill
Junction
Green-
ville

Guilford

Monson
Sebec
Village

0 1 0 0

0 1 0 0

1 0 0 0

0

PISCATAQUIS
COUNTY

Population 17,3-9

370,

IS,C AT AQUIS

29

20



TABLE 13 im adahoc County Handicapped Readers

Total nandicapped
Readers - 6

Per cent of State's
Total - 0.8%

Male
Readers - 1.

Female
Readers - 5

Institutions
Using Services -

City Vi .
M F

Phy.
N

Bath 04
George-
town 0 1 0 0

Topsham 1 0 0 0

SAGADAHOC
COUNTY

Population 22,793

_

1

1

_W. Bowdoin

.. 125
s

pring
Fond IC.ove

//
/

IlichmmdC-r
97

MOmond

PBowdoin'3m

W olwich

OW Sic

earge,i,
Wm

Reid State
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opham Beach

Fort Baldwin Memorial
Fort Popharn Memorial

Small Point Beach



TABLE 14. 'Somerset County UanclicapPecl Readers

Total Eandicapped
Readers - 32
Per cent of State
Total 4.5%
Male
Readers - 10
Female
Readers -
Institutions
Using
Services - 2

City

Anson
Bingham
Cambridge
Canaan
Detroit,
Fairfield
Harmony
Jackman
Madison
Norridge
woek
North
Anson
North New
Portland

Pitts-
field

Skowhegan

SOMERSET
COUNTY

Population 39,749

100010001000
0 1; 0 01000
1 3 0. 0
1 1 0, 0;
0 2 0' 0
1 1 0. 0

0

0

2
0

22;



TABLE 15 Waldo County Handicapped Readers

Total Hand capped
Readers - 24

Per cent of State's
Total - 3.4%

Male
Readers . 14

Female
Readers - 9

Institutions
Using
Services - 1

City Vis, PhyM FNP

;

Belfast
Brooks
Burnham
Lincoln-
'vine
Monroe
Stockton
Springs

Thorndike
Unity
Winter-
port

4210
0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0

WALIO COUNTY

Population 22,632

urnhani

2 0 0 0
3 0 0 0
0 2 0 0

2 1 0 0

Mt.
Horril

Corntn. kson Monroe

rooks

Waldo S ill

6

interpon

flank! or t
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TABLE 16. dIi Washington County Handicapped Read ,s

Total Handicapped
Readers - 25

Per cent of Statels
Total - 3.5%

Male
Readers - 11

Female
Readers - 14-

Institutions
Using Services 0

City Vis. Phy.
I12112

Addison, 1. 0 0 0 0
Baring 1 0 0 0 0
Calais 0 1 0 0 0
Cherry-
field 1 0 0 0 0
Columbia
Falls 0 3 0 0 0
CUtler 1 0 0 0 0
Eastport 3 2 0 0 0
Jonesport 1 1 0 0 0
Lubec 1 3 0 0 0
Machias 1 4 0 0 0
Woodland 1 0 0 0 0

WASHINGTON
COUNTY`

Population 32,908

tat,

Ilaes

1211.1.

Ift4

* E,g;

Wid41r
*ATKA '1

7exiii/M1
111111

3r.q. 19,1

24



TABLE 17. -- York County Handicapped Readers

Total llandi
Readers -
Per cent of
Total - 9.
Male
Readers
Female
Readers -
Institution
Xrsing
Services

goo

capped
70
Statet.s

8%

40

30

- 0

City Vis, Phy. I
F

O 0 0
O 0 0
O 0 0

O 0 0

O 0 0
O 0 0
O 0 0

Alired
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B. Water-
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Kittery
, ,
rVa.111
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Ogunquit
0, Orcha
Beach
Saco
Sanford
Shapleigh
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Berwick
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vale

Wells
York

0 0
O 0 0

O 0
O 0 0

O 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
O 0 0

O 0 0

O 0 0
O 0 G
O 0 0

YORK
COUNTY
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CHAPTER 2

POTENTIAL HA.ND PPED READERS IN MAINE

One of the characteristics which might be t describe
the entire,

library-services-for-the-handicapped program from
its beginning right upto the present is "expansion From t e
very outset of the program Ahe librarians for the handicapped
have had to seek,out the handicapped in order to inform them
the services ihich are available Even thot-gh the program for
the blind vas underway back in 1931 with the passage of the
Pratt-Smoot Act, many bli-d persons still are not being reached
with reading services.

The 717 readers discussed in chapter I are but One third
of the.total -population of the legally blind in.Maine. If the
physlcally handicapped ar. Idded the percentare shrinks still
more. Several factors help to acco nt for this small number
of persons being reached by Maine's program of library services
for the handicapped.

First of all, the figure 717 given previously d es not
account for all of the handicapped readers receiving "special
library services" in Maine Rather, as 3t was pointed out
that figure refers only to those receiving services througft the
Regional

braille,

Library at Perkins School for the Blind. There are
talking-book, talkingmagazine7 a-d tape services



prorided for these readers through this regional library.

Many other reader services, however, are provided by the Maine

State Library and were therefore not covered in the handicapped-

reader survey discussed in the previous chapter Such library

aids as pade turners, magnifier - magnifyi g she ts bedspecs,

reading stands and Ilacrnifier view tables are loaned for reader

use throughout the state by.the Maine State Library. An analysis

of these services will be treated Chapter 6 which* discusses

the state library and its role in.the program for handicapped

eaders. Thus, the total figure of those receiving special

library services is well over the 717 figure given earlier.

Since the servites of the State Library are provided whenever

possible through the local libraries, exact statistics as to

the number- of persons using the materials are not avail,ble

Several other reasons that might help account for the

apparently small number of handicapped persons lho are being

reached by- the library services program lie with the handica ped

themselves;

"Use of. the Talking Book Service is not as wide-
spread' among visually handicapped people aS would
be desirable, as indicated above. Some'pf this
mar be accounted for by reason that many blind
persons ih Maine, as in the nation, are in the
older age droup;. many were not readers when they
had' their sight; and many speak patois Frellch as
their, cultural language and find it difficIllt' to
iisten f(yEnglish fox any length of time!;14

"Maine has one, of the highest ratios of
the -aged (65 years of age and older) to total
,populatibn in the country. And it is in this
act-e group that the increase in blindness and

12A.F.B., Pro,Tram Revie .1965, 45.



vasual handicap is occurring. In on clinic
service (?'ansfield at Thayer), the agej. were s id
to constitute about M of the patients servec
Nursing home patients are iucrensi;T .-1.71 :cr
an.:1 :-,:rc, -Lc)°, the acred accpunt for Ihe major
portion of that increase."'

Old age, foreign tongue, and/or 1 ck of reading habits

before the on::;et of t] e handicapping condition can and ap-

parently do create a certain amount of apathy among the handi-

capped towarc. the library services offered to thein.

"In addition, there has not been a consistent method

for informing the public about this service. At times, the

clerk in charge of keeping the records for this proc2.ram has

talked with personnel from nursing homes and homes for the aged,

and some brochures h-tve been distributed."14 By the very fact

of their being handicapped, it cannot be expected that blind and

physically handicapPed persons will have ready access to infor-

nation on services. They.cannot be e:4)ected to "hunt for them-

selves" as persons without their impairments. Ways and oppor-.

tunities for bring information to the handicapped about the

services benefits and aids available to them must be tried

and made to work. Every :opporttnity for informing the public

at large and the landicapped in particular must be grasped.

The 1967 mpain To Reach More Readers

The Mail_e State Library and Division of Eye Care and

Special SerVicps joined their efforts in 1967 to take advantage

13A.F.B. Proaram Review ..1111y172:1LL21612, p, 40.
14
A.F.B. Program Review. .May 17-21, 1965, p. 45.



of the widening of the library-service for the-handicapped

program (to reach the physically and visually handicapped)

to spread Maine's services 4nong nany more readers. The

services of Mrs. Mary Ken Grant, a Maine librarian who is now

retired, were enli-ted to publicize all of the available ser-

vices throughout the state. Televlsion appearances, convention

Speeches, luncheons, ... were only a few of the "roads" to the

public taken by Mrs. Grant with her talking book machines and

other reading aids for demonstration. She and other personnel

traveled all over the state publici ing-the services.

In coniun tion with Yrs. Grant's efforts to spread

"the good news" a special survey was prepred for locating more

potential readers among Maine's handicapped population. The

method chosen for reaching these handicapped readers was to

deal with public agencies that were expccted to ha e direct

contact with h ndicapped Some 3000 survey forms

were distributed among the state's public litlraries public

health nurses community health or(Yanizations schools nursing

homes and boarding h mes cerebral palsy centers, and even

among xndividuals who might be expected t4o have contacts with

handicapped'Persons, Each agency, nnrse librarian, etc.

was asked to.seek out the handicapPed Of her locale, :client 1-

etc. and complete one fOrm for'each individuai'judged eligible

paitIcipatibn in the spetial libraxy serviCes program.,
1

Several letters were sent oilt, alon ,uith the Packet

survey, forms. pile memo addressed to 'the PubliO librarians



MAINE STATE LIBRARY & DIVISION OF EYE CIRE & SPECIAL SERVICES
MAINE DEPARTMENT OP FEALTH & WELFARE

Survey of Physically Handicapped Persons Wo Are Unable to Read
or to Use Conventional Printed Materials as a Result of Their
Physical Limitations,

Date:

Name of han ieapped person: Dirthdate:
Address:

Give reason (physical limitatiol why person cannot use
conventional print: .

Name of person who completed this form:
Title (if pertinent):
Address:

Please return completed form to:

Mr._Owen Pollard, Director
-.Division of Eye Care & Special Services
Maine pepartment of Health & Welfare
239 ,State Street Augusta, Maine 04330
11.11aLai5.2_12E

,Fag. 1.--Survey orm U d an 1967 mpa-

a contact point in as many towns as possible, we should li e

to be able to announce that anyone knowing of a physically

handicapped person who might take advantage of this service

should notify the public library. Fill you please let us

know at once if you cannot do this?"15 A general letter was

then sent out with the survey forms to those librarians that

agreed to help as well as to all of the other public agencies

1967 Campa*gn.
p. 31, "Letter to Public Librarians,



LIBRARY SERVICES TO TEE
PHYSICALLY HANDIGIPPED

Under Title XV B 'of the Library Services.and Coinstruc-
tion Act, the 1.1aine State L4brary is,currently engaged in de-
veloping a plan for_library_services to individuals who'cannot
read or use conventional printed materials as a result of phy-
sical limitations.

Some time in May we are planning to conduct a wide-
spread radio-televisilon-newspaper informational program, hoping
that by this means we will hear of people who may be eligible
to receive the service,

IN ORDER TO HAVE A ODNTACP POINT IN AS MANY TOWNS AS
POSSIBLE WE SHOULD LIKE TO DE ABLE TO ANNOUNCE THAT ANYONE
KNOWING OF A PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PERSON WHO MIGHT TAKE AD-
VANTAGE OF THIS SERVICE SHOULD NOTIFY THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. WILL
YOU PLEASE LET US KEOW AT ONCE IF YOU CANNOT DO THIS?

Examples of s ch persons are those who are blind or so
visually limited as to be unable to read; those whose muscle
and nerve Control are severely impaired; etc. Also included
are indlviduals suffering from the results;of strokes, or ad-
vanced stages of- Cerebral palsy, mUltiple Sclerosis, muscular
dystrophy7 polib,, severe arthritis, or other ailments which
make the holding or reading of ordinary boOks. and magazines
either impossible or so difficult as to keep them from read.-
ing, SUch persons can be at home, in schoOls1 hospitals, or
other institutibns

Fig . 20--Letter to Public Librarians 1967 Cb.mpai n

mentioned previbusly who were eXpected to have direct contaCt

with handicapped-persons and who had agreed to help in this

1967 campaign fOr spreadin library services to more handipapped

readers in Mairle'.. This letter explained the campaign and its

aims:, "The program aims to procure readi g aids in sufficient

quantity to meet the need for them, It is' with estimatingmeed

This;:yon Can; give,us.:by oz-that we request youra sistance.

pleting one of the at taôhci surveY forms 'for, each physically

handicapped-person yciu know WhO cannot use cOnven-q6nal. print'
: 11



but could read mere a readin,7iaid provided."16 May 26, 1967,

was announced as the date for the raT:Ilirn of the comple ed sur-

vey forms to the Division of Eye Care and Special Services

16Figo

-to 1967 Campaign Ty

'pp. 32-33, "Memo to Agencies Contributing

MAINE STATE LIBRARY & DIVISION OF EYE CaRE & SPECIAL sEavams
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & WELFARE

Memo To: Those requested to contribUte to a survey of physically
handicapped persons who are unable to read or to use
Conventional printed materials as a result of their
physical limitations

From: Ruth A. Hazelton State Librarian, and
Owen Pollard, Director, Division of Eye Care_& Special
Services Maine Department of Health and Welfare

We have good news for physically handicapped persons who are
denied the benefits and pleasure of reading because of their
physical limitations. There is opportunity now to procure
reading aids for them,

Vrider Title IVB of the Library Services and Construction
Act funds are available in this fiscal year to plan for.the
establishment and improvement of library services to physically
handicapped persons who are unable0mtead or to use conven-
tional printed materials as a resultof physical limitations.
The State Library is resPonsible for administering this program
and has the cooperation of the Division of Eye Care and Special
Services, Department of Health andWelfare. A Council has
been set up to assist in developing the program, It is com-
posed of representatives of agencies throughout the State that
work with physically handicapped persons.

1)11404:0

The program aims to procurading aids in sufficient
-quantity to meet the need for them, is with estimating need
that we request your assistance. This you can give us-by com-
pleting one of the attached'survey forms for each physically
handicapped person you know who cannot use conventional print
but could read were a reading aid provided. Please return
completed forms by May 261 19671 so that the request for funds,
which must be substantiated by evidence of needy can be sub-

-pew
mitted in June, 1967.

Fig. lern- to Agencies Oontributing to 1967 Campaign



The following examples of limiting physical conditions will
guide you in identifying handicapped persons who would bc eligib_
for reading aids under this special p-gram:

Blindness or visual liLitations

Loss of arms or of the use of arms

Severe impairment of muscles or nerve control

Any physical ailment that makes holding or reading o
ordinary books and magazines either impossible or so
difficult that the person cannot read, as: arthritis
paralysis of upper extremities, cerebral palsy, mul-
tiple sclerosis, fracture of neck or spine, muscular
dystrophy, etc.

Examples of reading aids are:

Talking book machine

Magnifier - adjustable magnifYing lens built over a
plate on which regular printed item is placed

Pri nC ic lens - for reading in supine.position (flat
on back)

Electric page turner

Reading stand - on which to place and prop a book,
magazine, etc.

Ceiling projectOr - projects printed page On ceiling
or wall.

We shalI.be most appreciative of your assistance in lo-
cating and-identifying handicapped persons who will benefit
froth this program.

-Cbntinued

The survey brought in some 280 completed forms to the

Division of- Bye Care and Special Services. Of the 284 forms

returned', 22 merely indicated that there were no handicapped

persons to report Forty-three per cent of the.remaining 262

forms were comple-ted andspbmit ed to the Division of Eye Care

42
33



by public health nurses. community health associations, and the

like, across the state0 Public librarians fr m all over the

state collectively sent in about twenty-one per cent of the

262 registrations; nursing home administrators sent in approxi-

mately fifteen per cent of the forms; nine per cent came from

cerebral palsy centers in several parts of the state and three

per cent came from local schools. The remaining nine per cent,

attributed io "miscellaneous", vere sent in by individuals,

relatives of the handicapped persons concerned, ministers,

and the like.

It was stated earlier that "Maine has one of the

highe t ratios of the a,ed (65 years of age and older) to to-

tal population in the country. And it is in this age group

that the increase in blindness and visual handicap is occuriin

Nursing home patients are increasing in number and here too,

the a _d account

These statements

for the major portion of that increase."17

are borne out by an analysis of this phy-

sicall handicapped-reader survey of 1967 in Maine. According

to Tables 18 and 19, pages 35 and 36.respectively, which

analYze this 1967 survey, some 52 pet cent of the 262 persons

whose survey forms were sent'in were registered as being 66

years of age or older. The percentage jumps.to 56 per cent

if age 61 is used as the cut-off line, dnd up to-6Iper cent

when those persons over age 50 are considered. Thirty-two

out of thirty-nine persons who we e registered for the survey

by nursing home administrators are 66 years of age or, older;

17A.F.B. Proram Revi la 17-2_2_1265, p. 40.



TABLE -Survey Analysis #1, 1967 m;aign to Reach Physically
Handicapped Readersl

Age Sexi- Handicap20GroupMPNVPN Agency Subma ting.Porm21
2 3 4 5 6

96 -100 1 3 0 1 3 0 3 1 00 0 0

91 - 95 4 12 0 16 0 0 7 4 3 0 0 286 - 90 8 21 0 24 5 0 9 8 5 0 0 781 85 9 20 0 26 3 0 4 10 10.0 1 4

76 80 8 13 0 13 8 0 4 11 4 ,0 1 1
71 - 75 6 17 0 la 8 2 2 13 5 .0 0 3
66 - 70 6 7 0 10. 3 0 3 2 7 0 0 1

61 65 3 9 0 6 6 0 2 ,7 2 0 0 1
56 - 60. 2 1 0 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 1
51 .;-5 4 6 0 2 8 0 0 8 1 0 0 1

46 - 50 0 9 0 5 4 0 2 6 1 0 0 041 - 45 3 4 0 5 2 0 0 4 3 0 0 036 - 40 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 C 0 0 0

31 - 35 2 2 0 2 2 0 0 3 I 0 0 026 - 30 1 3 0 1 3. 0 1 2 0 1 0 0
21 25 5 4 0 1 8 0 0 4 1 3 1 0

16 - 20 9 12 0 13 8 0 0 12 2 6 1 0
11 - 15 7 6 0 6 7 0 0 1 0 10 2 0
6 - 10 10 3 0 9 4 0 0 10 1 0 2 0

Age Not
Given 6 12 2 11 6 3 2 5

#

3 0 2

TarAL 94 -Jaw-- 2 375-9-277 5 114 5 5 23 8 23

TOTAL 6% 63% 1% 6 1 / 43%: 21% 9%

-The analysis of the 1967 Campaign surveyto reach more
physically handicapped readers has been made by:theauthor himself
from the survey forms which had been kept and were'given to him for
analySis in FebrUary, 19700.

.

19"MP- "Male"; "P"-"Female"; "N"-"NOt indicated on form."
20nru_nVisual"; "P"-"PhySical"; "N"-"Not,indicated on, form."
211-Nursing homes; 2-Public Health Nurses,:etc.;.3-Public

libraries 4-Cerebral Palsy Centers; 5-Schools; 6.71.4iscellaneous.
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TABLE 190--Survey Analysis #2, 1967 Campaign to Reach Physically
Handicapped Readers

Age
Group

96 -100 0

91 - 95 0
86 - 90 0
81 - 85 3

76 - 80 0
71 - 75 0
66 - 70 1

61 - 65
56 - 6051-550
46 - 50 1
41.- 45 1
36 - 40 1

31 - 35 2
26 - 30 1
21 - 25 1

16 - 20 2
11 15 0
6 10 1

Age Not
Given

AA CF
u rdoma

o b n
s e k
t r 1coil
o a n
k a

e n
niio

n

cb
e

LOPPSSWWY NITixeiao a a o o o
n f n s

,.,
p . m 1 s r t tcoo cae dhlz aorbadroi .G 1ldstas n i

n C. a h e E v()got t e
t u c o n

i n

Tot 1 1

0 3 1 1 0 0 0 2 3 0 1 2 1 1 1 0 16
3 3 1 0 3 2 3 4 1 0 3 2 1 0 3 0 29
3 2 0 2 1 0 2 1 3 1 4 2 0 1 4 0 29

4 0 0 3 1 1 1 0 1 1 2 0 1 2 4 0 21
3 2 0 1 2 0 1 2 1 1 2 0 0 2 5 1 23
1 2 1 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 13

3000200011101021 0 12
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
1 n n 0 1 0 n n,, v n n -1 0 , 0 10

1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 9
2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 Y7
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

2_ 7 17 12 6 9 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 - 0 0 0 0 1 0 4

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0

2 4 0 2 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 1 2 1 2 0 21
1 5 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 13
3 0 1 0 f l 0 0 o o 2 2 (2 3 0 13

0
0
2

0 4
0 -4

0 9

0302002101101 2 20

4 8 13 16 11 262

3,2%
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twenty-three m were 81 years old-or more at the time of

the survey. Only eighteen per cent of all those regIstered

were below 21 years old.

A close examination of,the tabulation: of this survey

as !ell as the handiicapped-reader-file survey discussed in

the first chapter wi1l reveal still another problem which con-

fronts those responsible for bringing library servi-es to

Maine's handicapped readers. That almost insurmountable

obstacle is geography. The 717 handicapped readers presently

being served through the Perkins library are s read out over

a state wlich is some 400 miles in length and whose largest

city does not exceed 150,000 in population. Group or concen-

trated services are not possible in a vast state such as this

with a primarily ral" population.

Cumberland County, the Portland metropolitan area,

claims the largest percentage of the 717 active readers using

Perkins' services, and that percentage is only 25.9. Penobscot

and York Counties follow Cumberland lith each having 98

per cent of Maine's present handicapped readers using the

Perkin' library services. That leaves approximately fifty-

five per cent of-the state's handicapped-reader population

'di tributed ovem-the other thirteen counties which together_

comprise almost three-fourths ()i the state's area. With 380

readers spread so thinly over the state, communication-and

seivices must be accompli hed almost on a one-to-one basiS.

This does pose problems as far as administration and personnel

for the prog.ram are concerned.
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The 1967 survey backs up the reader-file survey con-

cerni_ng this geographical dilerma. In 1967 York County claimed

the largest percentage of those forms that were submitted to

the Division of Eye Care fourteen per cent or thirty-six

potential handicapped readers in all0 Aroostook County fol-

lowed with thirty-two potential readers reported, and Cum-

berland County cac in third with twenty-eight physically

handicapped potential readers being reported in the survey.

Almost a hundred readers out of the 262 submitted fell in

three r:ounties once again. If the needs of each individual

who was reported as being a potential user of the .servaces

were to be seriously investigated an awful lot of .traveling-

would have to be done, not to menLaon the time and resources

that'would be expended in such a tour of investigation. Mainets

program of library services for the handicapped will neces-

sarily be 'highly individualized because of this geographical

charactoristic.

The chief purpose of the 1967 survey of Maine's phy-

sically handicapped potential users of the special library

services was to enable a realistic estimate a- to the quantity

of those services and reading aids that would be needed now_

that the program-was opened up to other than the legally blind.

Many of the readers listed in this 1967 suryey are nOw receiVing

special library services for which they were recommended by

the library or public agency. The actual effectiveness of the

entire 1967 campaign in expandIng Maines program of services

to new readers will be discussed at th% d of this chapter,

after the "Share Campaig-" nction.



IARE Campaiqn 1969
9

The 1967 survey revealed the treme _dous number of po-

, tential handicapped readers in the state. fis 1968 wore on

ways and methods of reaching all of these potential readers

and those who were not regiStered in the 1967 survey were

being discussed and in,. tigated. The "SHARE (So .Handicapped

All Read Easily).Campai -" was gradually taking shape to help

increase the number of tiose handicapped readers participating

in Maine's program of special library services.

Pour main objectives were dete mined for the SHARE

Ca p ign:22

1. To make all: Maine residents who are eligible
for the services and devices aWare they are.
available and how to obtain them.

To reach persons who deal directly with tho e
eligible for services and devices and encourage
them in the promotion of more extensive aid

'to the physically and visually handicaoped.

3. To .create a general _public awareness of the'
program,. its objectives and accomplishments.

To. work directly with local groups interested
in the pro:;ram to provide them with suggested-
activities, materials, and. advic.2. :that will
aid them in providing the manpower to .r,r1lieve
the aeneral- objectives of the program.

SHARE was not..to bea one,effort event but a continUing

campaign for uniting handitapped readers and library services.
In order to insurethe continued effectiveness of SHAR

.22Maine, SHNRE, Manual. (Hallowell Maine: SHARE,
146 Second Street,: 1969)., "SHARE - Purpose71, unpaged:



immediate, specific aims were set for the first year of the

campaign that could be realisLically met in 1969.

Mr. Gary Nichols, State Consultant, Library Services for the

Visually and Physically Handicapped, IJaine State Library,

summarized these specific goals for 1969 in 11:'s rhe SHARE

Campai which was prepared for the regional librarians

for the handicapped meeting in New York in May, 1970:23

"It was felt that objectives of the program
could best be achieved by setting 'certain specific
and somewhat limited goals, particularly in the first
year, and focus all efforts on trying to do a tho-
rough job in achieving these goals. In.keeping with
this aim one of the goals set for the first year
was the formation of a statewide committee that would
organize,. direct, and coordinate the efforts of groups
that are interested in the problems of library ser-
vices for the handicatved.

A second goal was to gain the effective participa-
tion of Lions' Clubs and other local community or-
ganizations and outline a program they can car.i:y out

We would also have local organizations forward in-
formation on the needs of the handicapped to the
local library and work with local librarians to achUeve
a coordinated effort.

In the first year of the campaign a kit would be
prepared for local use Containing posters, large
type flyers, photoraphS of available equipment,
and a brochure outlining the services ar.0 cOntaining
application forms.

Another goal for the opening year would be to provide
special information service for local use such as
press releases, photographs_of equipment, lists of'
goals and suggested activities."

The goal's were specific, tangible, and could be measured

to their success or failure of achievement.

23Flg , pp. 41ff, "rhe SHARE Campaign," by Gary
Nichols, State Consultant, Library ServiceS for the Visually
and Physicalli Handicapped, Naine State Library Augusta, Maine.
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The SHARE Campaign

SHARE (So Handicapped All Read Easily) is a pr gran jointly
spensored_by the Maine State Library and the Division of Eye Care
of the Maine Department of Health and Welfare. The program was
entirely funded through Title IV B of the Library Services and Con-
struction Act.

The initial impetus of the program was the result of disappoint-
ment with the numbers of people taking.advantage of the 1966 amend-
ment extending the Talking Book program to the physically handicapped
the results of a survey indicating a.large number of handicapped in
Maine but few taking advantage of reading aids, and the availability'
of Federal funds to do something about it. The oCjectiVes of the
program were:

I. To make most of Maine r_sidents who are eligible for
services and devices aware they are available and how to
obtain them.

2. To reach persons who deal directly with those eli,-rible
for services and encourage them in the promotion of nore
extensive aid to the handicapped.

3 To work directly with loca3 groups interested in the
program to prov5de them with suggested activities, ma-
terials, and advice that will aid them in providing the
manpower to achieve the objectives of ihe program.

4. To design the program and activities in such a way
that they can be carried on in a similar way in future
years and continue to unite reader and services.

It was felt that objectives of the program cou best be achieve
by setting certain specific and somewhat limited goals, parti-
cularly in the first year, and focus all efforts on trying to do a
thorough job in achieving these goals. In keeping with this aim
one oC the goals set for the first year was the formation of a
statewide committee that would organize, direct, and coordinate
the efforts of-groups that are interested 3n the problems of library
services for the handicapped. A second goal ms to gain the effec-
tive participation of Lionst Clubs and other local community organ-
2zations and outline a program they can carry out. We would also
have local organizations forward information on the needs of the
the handicapped to the local library and work with local librarians
to achieve a coordinated effort. In the first year of the cam-
paign a kit would be prepared for local use containing posters,
large type flyers, photographs of available equioment, and a bro-
chure outlining the services and containing application forms.
Another goal for the opening year would be to provide special In-
formation service for local use such as press releases, photographs

Fig. 4.--The SHME Campaign, A Summary by Gary Nichols,
State.Consuitant f r the Handicapped, Maine State Library
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of equipment, lists -of goals an- suggested:activities.

Past efforts have indicated that publicity through mass media
is not,always effective-in reaching.the handicapped. Goals were
designed to achieVe a'more personal and locally-priented approach
rather.than concertrating efforts oh the promotionof ereneral public
awareness.

The services of ACO Incorporated a public relations firm in
Augusta, was engaged for all technical aspects of the program.
This involved arranging and planning all meetings before and aftc
the selection of a statewide committee and to act as consultant f r
the selection of committee members. They also acted as secretary
for the state committee, setting up meeting places, preparing agendas
and reports of meetir, notifying mezbers of meetings, a-.11 working
with the state chairman to provide any type of secretarial and
office facilities required. ARCO was also responsible for writing,
printing, and arlanging for the distribution of neces ary press
releases, feature articles, instructions to local organization,
pamphlets, posters, photographs, and all other materials. ARCO
handled all correspondence generated by mailings on a day-to-day
basis. Follow-up mailings were made to statewide organizations who
had not responded to the original invitation to join the SHARE
committee. The printing of suff3cient copies of posters, kits, and
other materials to supply all public libraries and pl,rticipating
local groups was another ARCO service. They were alsc, responsible
for preparing a proclrmation for snl.am month for the Governor's
approval and preparing mailings, letters, etc. to be made by the
state committee to get local participation.

Considering the extent of services rendered we are indebted
to ARCO for a very reasonabl- fee. This was possible because tradi-
tionally ARCO has been library spirited and has taken a special
interest in the development of Ya5ne libraries. Reduced costs were
also possible because of ARCO's unique facilities which include its
own media print, photograph, and design shops.

An analysis of the SPARE campaign six months after closing,
indicates that the results from the project beincr directed strictly
toward local outlets tends to 1-)e somewhat less dramatic, but
steadier an,1 much longer duration.

Conventional publicity through mass media brings a sudden flurry
of activity that soon dies down as the publicity fades. However,
working directly with people at the local level and involving them
in the project causes a familiarity with the subject that is recalled
for some time. Verification of this is seen in the steady flow of
applications rLceived by the State Library and the Division of
Eye Care. The number of Talking Book subscribers has significanty
int-reased. Also of interest is the faCt that requests for speakers
on the SHARE program have developed over, a period of time and are



increasing as time passes. We received excellent cooperation of
many public libraries but there is still a need'for a specific re-
port or study of the extent of local group and library partici-
pation. Until ,his is achieved the study of the results of the
project remains incomplete. One other measure of success has al-
ready been attained through bringing together, for the first time
in Maine, all of the aggncies concerned in any way with the handi-
capped to work on a common project and to achieve a unified objec-
tive.

Perhaps our enthuOasm for the project has been sustained
most by such comments aS that of an 87 year old womap who received
a magnifier view tabie,:"Imagine at 87 I have begun tocome to
life again."

Fig. 4.--

With a preliminary reetin, held on December 11, 1968

could be said that the SPARE Campaign of 1969 was on its way.

The services of ARCO, . Inc., wore e listed for the preparataon,

publication and distribution of brochlres, posters, flyers, photo-

graphs, and news releases. 'law was also responsible for the pro-

vision of a y secretarial and office facilit. es needed during

the campaign by the state committee. Finally, it was decided that

the campaign sh uld be promoted by a statewide committee rather

than a single state agency. The purposes of the committee as

outlined in,the sm-ce nual are as follows:

1. "Approval b, the coiuittee of the statewide
program w-Duld give it more backing than if it
originates with a single state agency,

2. While the_ committee would not be expected to
put in a Iare. amount of time working directly
on program,. it could hold several meetings'
to direct attention and-publicity to the 7rogram.

3 Members ofthe committee, to the extent they
are able, could be used in appearances on TV
or before, iVic groups to explain and promote the
program."'

4 -Maine, SHARE
_
anua1, unpa
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Fig.

Place

!i

Name
Street
Town
Birthdate

TALKING BOOK
Application

Yes I wa-it a Talking Book Machine

Certification to be coimpleted
Authority." (See "Eligibility"
brochure)

4

"Comp eten't
attached

This is to certify that the above person is
physically unable to use conventional printed
material.

Specify physical condition: (Exampl : Stroke,
Polio, GlaucOrna, etc.)

Describe ho4i cOndit n prevens readihg*

Visual AcUit
I

va lable)

Corrected Vision O.D.
..- ........

O.S;

Date

Signed
Title

AA dg ednr ecssy

1 z

The first meeting -of :this STATE Sn, RE

on June 11, 1969, at the Augusta llouse, Au6usta,

ng Book Servic

COLMITTEE took

this mee lng State Chairman, SuMner J. Goffin

.4453

4-aine At
-as appointed to

1
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REAPING AIDS
Application

Yes, I Want
Page Turner
Magnifier View Table
Reading Stand (Overhead Type)
Reading Stand (Table Type)
Bedspecs

Certification
Authority."
Brochure)

Thi is to
p"k11sically lun
material.

to be
(See

-ertify
able t

Specify phy
Polio, Glauc

completed by "Competent
"Eligibility" in Attached

that the above person is

use conventional printed

teal Condition: (Example: S

ma etc.)
oke,

Describe how condition prevents reading

Visual Acu
lf av ai lable)

Corrected Viicjn

Signed
Title
Agency
Address

0. D.

Date

0. S.

SPARE Brocuure - Application for R ading Aids

an executive connittee that would have

ment the decisions of the state committee and

. 45 54

the power to imple-

to make any neces5a,ry



decisions during the int rvals between committee meetings. The

six-member executive committee consisted of:

Sumnerj. Goffin, Chairman
Past District (3overnor, Lions International

Miss Ruth A. Haelton
State Librarian, Maine State Libr

Gary N3chols
State Consultant Library Services for!the Handicapped

C. Owen Pollard, Director
Div. of e Care & Special Services Dept. of Health

Welfare
Mrs. Natalie D. Matthews, President
Maine Council of the Blind

Mrs. Margaret B. Hugle, Program Administrator
Maine Senior Service Corps, Div. oflEconomic Opportun ty

The Stat wide SHAPE Committee included also:

Lt. Col. (USAF Ret.) Donald F. Alli op, Ex c. Dir
Maine Assoc. for Retarded Children

Philip J. f:acy, Rxec. Dir.
Mid-State United Cerebral Palsy

Olive Dow, Sec.-Treas.
Telephone Pioneers of America

Mrs. Robina M. Hed es
Mental Retardation Planning Coordinaltor, Dept.

Mental Health and Correction
Edgar R. Tepe, Pal, President
Maine Si ht Co servation Association

Mr. Elmer L. Mitchell, Director
Department of Education, Vocational Rehabilitation 2,iv.

Mr. Rich rd W. Michaud, Supervisor
Services for king, Maane Dept. of Health & Welfare

Mr. Daniel F. Short, Assistant to the Director
Diocesan Bureau of Hunan Relations

Mr, Tom Thornton, District Governor
Lio s International, Fort Fairfield

Dr. Carl R. Bither, District Governor
Lions International, Waldoboro
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Beverly V. Trenholm, Director
eau of Guidance, Spe. & Adult Ed. Dept of Education

Mr. Donald M. Goughan, President
Cerebral Palsy of Central Aroostook County, Inc.

Mrs* Ruth P. Mitchell, Exec, Sec.
United Cerebral Palsy of Northeastern Maine, Inc.

Norman B. Moore, Vice President
Maine Library Association

Mr. E. Joel Bois Exec. Dilector
Southern Maine diapter, The National Foundation--

March of Dimes
Mary M. Sullivan, Director
Division of Public Health Nur ing, Dept. of Health

& Welfare
Brig. N.E. Sampson, Divisional Commander
The Salvation Army, Northern New England Division

Dr. Helen C.
Division of

r-vost, Directorild Health, Dept. of Health a Welfare

The SHAr7tE Campaign Activity Report" of October 3, 19692

revealed a highly organized, efficient campaign. According

to.the report, .several meetings were held to prepare.the initial

committee meeting. Brochures explaining the '1AllE program' and

the services available to the handicapped and containing ap-

pIications were Tprepared for

the campaign. Some 20,000 o

throu hout the state. About

the Iaro-

use by agencies cooperating in

these brochures were distributed

5 000 large-print

-print book services available to the

flyers describing

visually im-

pa,;fredvere printed and distributed to libraries across the

state. Some 500 easel-type posters were also.displayed.

Services of the Postal system were'greatly utilized by

the campaign organizers. Forty-five statewide organizations

involved-with the handicapped received letters of invitation at
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the beginning of the campaign. An initial mailing was sent to

all libraries in the state, explaining the SHARE progra de-

tail and soil iting cooperation. The presidents of the 100 or

so Lions Clubs in Maine, directors of the 100 Senior Citizens

Groups throughout Maine, and the 350 nursing home proprietors

all received an initial mailing which consisted of a letter and

the two-paee SHARE outline explainin, the program.. These and

many others were only "initial" mailings. They were followed

by many more letters copies of meetilig minutes, and other

materials. Those who did not respond to initial mailings ano

in-itations received follow-up communications*

Finally the news release played an important part in

the entire c_mpaitn. News releases were sent out after the

initial organizational meeting and at key points throughout the

first campaign year. Feature articles and background Materials

were prepared for nei p,pers periodicals and bulletinS of all

types. A special story concerning the SHARE program was prepared

for the NOTITN MUMMY LIBRARIES, the library bulletin of Maine-

New Hampshire-Vermont libraries.

COoperaton was the key to the success of SPARE and

was not lacking., Arrangements were even made to have October,

1969, procl_ _Tied ."SHARE Month" for the state of Maine by the

governor, Kenneth Ciartis. _On September 22- 1969, Governor

Curtis of Maine Issued the proClamation (Fig* 7, 114. 49). News

releases were prepared for immediate release on September 22

explaining the Governor's proclamation as well as the full SHARE

Campaign.
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STATE OF MINE
PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, library service in this nation of high
democratic ideals should be extended to all persons
regardless of any physical handicap; and

WHEREAS, the sponsors of the SHARE (So Handicapped
Ali Read Easily) Campaign seek the achievement of this
-bjective because it would provide the means of serving
all persons equally ahd inO:vidually without regard to
physical li itations;/ and

WHEREAS, readingican:help tjle handicapped indivIdual
t.cx enlarge his world, to gain perspective, to realize
a fuller and richer life; and

WHEREAS, the extension of library services to the
physically handicapped will enable them to have the
same reading opportuni ies granted to all free men and
women;.

NOW THEREFORE, I Kenneth H. Curtis, Gov
the Stateof naine, do here)y proclaim
tober, 1969, as

SHARE MONPH

rnor of
he month of

in the State of flaine, and call upon the citizens of tlis
state to participate in this significant endeavor by
takilig an active interest in the development of a pro-
gram to aid the handicapped person in achieving, through
library resources, the social, educational, cultural
and economic goals to which he is entitled; thus bene-
fiting -lot only the handicapped but the community itself
as well as society at large.

Fig. 7. -SHARE Month Proclama ion
(Taken from Maine, SHARE Man al)

Ancr thus, the mmmediate objectives of the SMf Cam-

paign 'year one" seem to have been achieved indeed. The statewide

committee for running the program had been formed. Effective

participation of Lions Clubs and other local organizations was

indeed' achieved. The "Activity Report" of October 3, 1969, 03

revealed that th.2 publicity materials that had been planned for,

had now been prepared and distributed in sufficient quantities.
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And now, with the Governor's proclam..tion great emphasis and

attention was brought to tile entire prog

awareness certainly had not left much to chance0

foris at public

A "SHAIE Campaign sults" and analysj.s was prepar-d

and sent to the, SEATIi.Opmmittee three months ifter the first

year of the campaign closed, The re-ilts of the campl n, it

was noted, are difficult to me sure in numbers. Many new read

Joined the talking bOokS program during.the campaign and many

more reading aids were: soliCiLed -Prom the Maine State Library.

But it is diffidult to est5mate how many of these would'have

bpen added had the SHAaE-CaMptgn not been conducted or, in

other words, how -mnny -of then'can be attributed directly to the

efforts of SHARE? ARCOgs breakdown of the distribution of

re ling aids ch-rin:! the SHAU mpaign in this 'SFIX-W Campaign

Results" showed that the popularity for reading aids other

than the talking books c rtainly did grow even numDer

of talking b:ook subscribers grew during the "year on of SHARE.

There is..no doubt that'the SI!AB Campaign has been

fective in .reachinl:, Mainesjiandicapped readers with library
-

services. Only tihe, however, [can measure the degree of that

effectiveness. If the coOperation among state, local, and pri-
,

vate gcncies ahd individuals .serving the handicapped that has

been stimulated-by this campaign continUes, the handicapped

cannot-but benefit from it.: Por this; STARE will have to con-

tinue with its concerted efforts for u it ng handicapped readers

and library serviees in Maine.
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SHARE CAMPAIGN RESULTS

CAMPAIGN ANALYSIS

An analysis of the SITARE Cam3aign done three montls after the
campain closed indicates that the results from a project _d-
rected strictly toward local outlets tends to be somewhat les
dramLtic, but steadier and of much longer duration.

Conventional publicity through the mass media brings a sudden
flurry of activity that dies out as.soon as the publicity fades.
However, working directly with the people at the local level.and
involving them In the project causes a 'familiarity with the sub-
ject that is recalled for some period 9f time. The people go
on talking about it even though the' campaign has passed*

Verification of this is_seen in the applications.still beang
received by the State Library and the Division of Eye Care and
Special Services t1-.7ee months after the active campaign closed.
The State Lii_Jrary is now receiving on an average of two'applica-
tions per day requesting some type of reading aid.'

Although it is extremely difficult to break down the requests
and apply them strictly to the results of the campaign, it is_
felt that the bulk of requests received since the inception of
the'proJect are traceable to the interest generated during the
campaign. Also of interest is the fact that requests for
speakers on the SHARE program have developed over a Period of
time and tend to increase as time passes.

A breakdown of the distribution of reading aids follows:

I. Bed pees
Thirteen distributed.

2. Yagnifying sheets.
Eight distributed.

3. Around-the-neck Magnifiers.
Six distributed.

4. Book Butler Reading StandS
Four Distributed.

5. Magnifier View Tables.
Forty distributed and 18 more orders were re-
ceived that could not be filled due to lack of
supply.

6 Touch Turners.
Six distribute

7. Talking Books.
There were 61 new readers of Talking Books durang
the period of the campaign.

Fig. --SHARE Campaign Results
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Growth.of _Maine Library Services

For The HandicapDed

A second look at the handicapped-readers file survey

discussed in the first chapter of this report seems to point out

that even now some ol the effects of the 1967 survey of the

physically handicapped potential users of the special library

services in. Maine and even some of the effects of the STARE

Campaign's. "year one" efforts can indeed be measured. -For

the growth charts on thdfollowing pages Ili_ tes 9 and 10

and Table 20, the readers presently using the Perkins' ibrary

services were arranged chronologically according to the beginn3ng

date of their participation in the program. The growth curyel

Fig. 9, shows, in a cumulative tabulation, the increase in number

of participant F g 10, on th other hand, gives the number

of new readers for each year; it iS not a cum 1 tive chart.

Of those readers presently making use of the Perkins

library services in Yaine, two have been with the program since

1943; one, since 1946; one since 1947; five since 1943; and two

since 1949. With 1950 t e r,row h curve becrins to climb some-

what faster. In 1950, 15 of today's readers were already enrolled

in the program; by 1960, a decade later, 123 of today's readers

were enrolled. By 1966, the year before the first survey of

the physically handicapped potential readers in Maine, that

figure had'iumped to 327. In the next three years and three

months an additional 390 readers were enrolled. In other word- ,

in the first 24 years represented by the growth CurVe.approximate-

ly forty-six.per cent of today's readers were enrolled while in
61
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LIBRARY SERVICES-FM THE IL 1DICAPPED
IN MAINE

_GROWTH CURVE, showing tie increase year-by-year
in the number 'of haildieapped readers using the
library services from the Perkins Schbol for
the Blind which serVes as Maine's "Regional
Library for the Handicapped".

Each vertical unit represents ten (10)
readers;-every two (2) horizontal units
represent one year of services.

Only those readers who are stil
participating in the T)rogram are
represented on the chart. Those
who may have begun earlier btt
have since been withdrawn be-
-cause of death, etc., are -.kjT

included in this.growth curve.
The two readers_registered
on the graph as,having be-
gun services in 1943, are
still .receiving services,

[TOTAL
'RXADER
800

to .

-;1-70
0
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4 0
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200
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LIBRARY SBRVICS FOR THE ITANDIQPPED
IN MAINE

Yearly Increases In New Readers In The Program

The figures represented on the graph below are not
cumulative, The bar for a specific year represents
only the NEW readers enrolled in the program of li-
brary services during that year, Also, for a given
yehr on the chart, only those readers who were enrol-
led'during that year AND ARE NOW STILL ENROLLED have
beet_Counted for that given year, Those who have
Since been withdrawn from service because of death
Oc**', have not been included in this survey, This
iS a- Survey of ACTIVE READERS in the program*

taCh horizontal unit reKesents a half year, each
"tiertical unit represents two (2) active readers en-
ifolled.in the program of library services during a
given. year.

Neur
Readers
Per Year

47 49 1 53 55 57 59 (31- 63 65 67 69

1940 46 48 195052 54 56 58 196062 64 66 68 1970 YIAR

Tig'. 10. Yearly Increases in New Readers-Library Services-for the
Handicappecl in Yaine



TABLE 20 r wth of Library Services Por The Handicapped in Y ine

'% of--WiTAb To al Readers % of TOT
Year New Readers Readers Nm By End of Year Readers Now

1943
1946 1

1947
1948 5

1949 2
1950 4

195125 9
1952 5

1953 11
1954 7

1955, 8
1956 ,9

1957 14
1953 15

1959 14
1960 16

1961 23
1962 24

1963 36-
1964 36

1965 35
1966 50

1967 '89
1968 101

1069 149
197026 51

.3% 11 1.5%
2.0%

24 3 %
29 4 %

2 40; 6
1 47 7

1
1

2
2

2
2

a
4

5
5

5
7

12
14

21
7'

0?
/0

55
64

78
0
/0 93

% 107
% 123

146
170

% 206
% 242

% 277
5c:x 327

% 416
% -517

% 666
%, 717

15
17

20.

24

29 %/0
34 %

39 %
46 %/0

58 %
72 %

93 %
100 72

25After the 1950 entry all per cents are rounded to the
nearest whole per cent.

26Figures for "1970" oh the chart take in only the
first three months of the year, April 1, 1970, being the cut-off
date.
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the last three and one-fourth years the remaining . fifty-four

per cent of today's readers began to receive services

The growth picture is eq _lly clear on the second

graph, figure 10. For each year the number of NEW Teader- n-

rolled in the program during that year is represented by the

corresponding bar, For the first twenty-four years of the chart

the average number of new readers per year is not quite fourteen.

For the la t three and one-fourth years of the clart (up to

April 1, 1970), the avera e per year is 120 new readers, a

-significant increase due, without doubt, to the 1967 campaign

and the SHARE program efforts. In 1966, the year.before the

first physically handicapped reader surv ), there gere fifty

new handicapped readers added to the program. Edghty-nine

new ones were added in 1967, and 1968 brought in another 1010

The 1969 bar on the graph leaves little doubt as to the effec-

tiveness of the SHARE Campaign; 149 new readers began re

ceiving services through the Perkins library during that year

al ne, In the first quarter of 1970 the increases showed no,

s gns of letting up; by April 11 19700 fifty-one more readers

had already been added, bringing Maine's total handicapped-

reader population using library services from the regional li-

brary up to 717.

Though the number 717 is far from the total firmre of

eligible handicapped readers in,Maine, the growth curve and

new-reader bar graph certainly do show encouraging signs that

the gap between the two figures, 717 and the total number

of eligibles, is fast narrowin: almost daily. .As ARCO

reported in its "SHARE Campaign Results "Verification of

CA
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this the effects s Tv F is seen in the applications still

being recei ed bY the State Library and. the Division of Eye Care

and Special Ser ices three months after the active campaign

closed. The State ikibrary is now receiving on an average of

two applications per day reque ting some type of reading aid."27

There are many handicapped persols in Maine and many of

them do need special library services if t'ie joys a e benefi s

of reading are to be theirs. The diffl(a ies in making availabl

services knovnand accessible to these handicapped readers are

almost insurmountable at times-idistances, age, lan,uage barriers

etc. But it is most encouraging to note from the studies pre-

sented in this section of Chapter 2 that Maine workers for the

handicapped are uniting to overcome even the most insurmou table

f these obstacles.

The tate of the art as nu bers of handic pped

readers are concerned is much roie encouraging when it is seen

otion picture, progressing much more rapidly now than

ever before.. The "still picture f the presently enrolled

placed a ainst that of the total number of eligibles could be

rather discouraging without a backward glance revealing that ihe

picture is really a moving picture -- of a fast progressing ex-

pansion of ine's library services for the handicapped.

This study of Maine's handicapped readers actual and

potential, reveals that there is definitely a need for a special

library services program in the state. The next section of the

51, "Share ampaign Results.' ARW, Inc.
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report, PART II - MAINE,S LIBRARY SERVIC2S FCR HANDI APPED

READERS will examine

sible for providi

agencies in /.;aine that are po

special library services for handicapped

readers and 145.i1 also djSCu ibe services themselves,
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PART II

MAINE'S LIBRARY SERVICES

FOR HANDICAPPED RIDERS



CHAPTER 3

MAINE!S REGIONAL LIBRARY FOR THE

BLIND AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED

"The needs which reading can satisfy for
the sighted reader are e,,Pry bit as real for the
blind and visually handic,:,pped (and physically
handicapped). Blind readers, the majority of whom
live in normal community settings, requ3re library
service in a multitude of ways--as children be-
coming acquainted with a child's world; as students
in school, as persons learning a trade or profession
in order to make a living; as citizens and voters
who need to be informed; as children and adults
who need factual information in connection with
an infinite variety of subjects; as children and
adults who have leisure time to fill; and finally,
but by no means least, as people with normal am-
bitions, fears, and concerns who need the guidance
the stimu1aL4on and the satisfaction that reading
can brin."2

As citizens of the United States ne's handicapped

readers are included in the national program of'library services

for the handi.capped with the Library of Congress, Division for

the Blind and Physically Handicapped, as its center. Authorized

by the PrattSmoot Act in 1931 to establish the rational pro-

gram and to select certain libraries across the country to

participate in the- efforts' to bring library zervices to all of

the nationrs- handiCapped read-rs, the Library of Congress es-

tablished a system of "Regional Libraries for the Blind." With

the advent of Public Laws-89-511 and 9 522 the physically

28Koestler, Frances A.1 ed. The_COMSTAC Re ort:Standards
for Strengthened Services. (New York: National Accreditation
Council For Agencies Serving,the Blind and Visually Handicapped,
1966) p. 195 69



handicapped in general who Could not read or handle c nventional-

ly printed materials were made the object of the prosram.29

The number of "resional libraries f - the 1).1 '6" has rapid-

ly increased over the past four decades and today there are about

forty-five of them covernlng all areas of the Uni ed States geo-'

graphically ,

Maine handicapped readers are served through the regional

library at the Perkins School for ihe Blind in Wate town,

Massachusetts. The Library at Watertown servcs tie 300 or so

blind students enrolled at the school, and as "regional library"

it serves handicapped readers in Massachus tts and Naine.

Financially, r.aine "purchases" its services for handicapped

readers frohNPerkins. The state of Mai-e pays the school for

the blind sixteen dollars (%;l6.0 ) for.each Maine reader and/

or institution served by the library as part of the national

program of library, services for th handicapped.

AII staff members of the Library at Perkins are employees

of the Parkins School -for the Blind, and n-Dt of the states served

by the regional library. 'A single staff of ten full-time per-

sonnel sUpplemented by part-time help serves all of the readers

using Perkins7 library services. The head librarian has a

professional degree in librarianship. Members of the staff"-

working as Assistant Librarian, Braille Librarian, Research Li-

brarian, and Elementary School Librarian respectively, help

carry out the library programs.

9Bayeraft, Books for the Blin 00



Library services provided for handicapped r-aders

inc ude the talking books of the Library of Congres: braille

books, recorded books on tape, and bibli gra hic services. Talk-

ing books selected by the book- election st ff of the Division

for the Blind and Physically Fiandicapped in Washington and re-

corded by professional actors and actresses on ten-inch discs

at 16 2/3 rpm, giving about thirty to forty-five !minutes of

playing time on each side, are available to all Maire readers

through-the library at Perkins. Readers receive their own copi

of Talkinr: Book Topics bimoithly. Each issue lists and annotates

new talking books and provides ordering forms. Each issue con-

tains ata own sound sheet which can be played at 8 1/3 rpm

the talking book machine, thereby enabling those who cannot read

conventional print to benefit from the periodical anyway. EverY

two years these bimonthly publications are cumulated into cata-

logs. Each reader receiv s a personal copy of the catalog with

a seri s of orderin_ sheets.

Readers are asked to prepare lists of about forty titles

that tley wnuld Iike to read anC send the list on to the re-

gional library. If they wish "automatic service some of th

books from the list will be sent to them periodically, i.e.,

once a week, twice a month, etc. If the reader prefers, however,

he may receive books only upon his request. An "information form"

indicating which types of services, (au omatic, etc.; talking book

braille etc.; subject interests, etc ) he will use is kept on

file at the Perkins libra':y for each reader being served. Similar

forms are kept for institutions receiving services from the

regional library for their local patrons.

62
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Name:

REGIONAL LIBRARY, PERKINS SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND
WATERTOWN, PASS. 02172

Please fill out_apd_r,eturn

Spouse's first na

Addres

Date cf Birth:

Occupation:'

Student:

Retired

Phone:

Grade Completed:

Special Interests:

read Talking Books: Braille Tapes Large Print

want (number) talking books each 3 weeks mailed automatical-

ly. I prefer request service a d will end a postcard or
letter whenever fwant a book,

Check one: I will or will not_ Accept SUI)StItUtCS if
the-books on my list are not a:vailable..

1 will or will not accept c n roversi I
material..

If you read tapes please answer
your own tape recorder)
Reel Size::

I like:

the following: (You must own

Speeds of-your tape recorder:

Channels:-

Historical No
Romance
Adventure

_

Westerns
--Science fiction

Humor-
-77-mysteri es

Family Stories
Sports

Popular Novels
---Travel

Science
Classics
History

___Politics

Children's Books
---Other languages

Tracks:

t

War Stories
Social problems

--Bible (Catholic)
--Bible (Protestant)

Nature & Animals
Current events
Plays
Poetry
Essays

Fig. 11.,.,.Library Information Form for Individual Readers From
The Regional Library at Perkins SchoOl for the Blind
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Large p int books will be supplied through the public libraries
in Massachusetts and Maine. You may write or call your local
librarian if you wish to read large print books. Many librarians
will deliver books to you if you are unable to come to your
local library. Music recordings are sometimes available at
large public libraries.

If you read large print m y we send your name t_ your local

librarian?

Fig. 11--Continued

ajf,,Nee

REGIONAL LIBRAR PERKINS SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND
WAITCYJN, MASS. 02172

Name of Agen

Address:

Please fill out and return

P 0:

Name and title'of person in charge of ordering talking books:

Number of p --ons expected to use this service:

Blind:

Phy ically ndi p d:

Special language needs:

We want: Talking books: Braille: Tapes

Ship (number )L talking books each 3 weeks automatically.

Check one: We will_ or will not jiccept substitutes if the
books on cur lists are not available.

We will or will not accept
material.

controversial

WAk._

12.--Library Jnformation Form for Local Institu ions
Using Perkins Library Services for Patrons



If you use tape, please answer the _lowing: (You must own your
own tape recorder or player

We want:-

Speeds of your
Tracks:

tape recorder:
Channels:

Historical novels
--Romance

Adventure
--Western
--Science Fiction

Humor
777yiysteries

Family Stories
_por_st

a,1-azines d:

W1Popular novels
Science
Travel
Classics
Polatacs
Religion
Biocrapby

---Chi)dren's books
Essays

American Heritage
--Atlantic & Harper's

Braille Technical
PresS

Changin7 Times
--Choice i::agazine

Listening
Dialogue
Ebony

Queen Mystery
---Farn journal

Good Housekeeping
Harvest Years

War stories
--Social problems
--Bible (Catholic)
---Bible (Portestant)
--Nature Lg.! Animals
Thrrent Events
Plays

Poetry
---Other Languages.

Holiday
_jack & Jill
Look

___Ius1c Journal
Natural History

Newsweek
Ranger Rick's Nature

Reader's Digest
_electlonas del Reader
Digest

Sports Illustrated
True

Large print books will be .supplied through the public libraries
in Maine and Massachusetts. You may write or call your_local
librarian if you wish to read large print books. The librarian
can obtain a list of large print titles from the state.library.
Music recordings are sometimes available at large public
libraries.

Fig. 12.-- ontinued
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Careful statistics concerning the tTactivityfl of readers

are also kept by the librarian at Perkins and periodic reports

of this activity are sent in to the state co missions char -d

with implementation of the library services for the handicapped

in their respective states.

Braille readers served by Perkins library are treated in

like manner. Once the library has been inforMed of the new

reader-, the information forr is sent to him along with catalogs

of.available books and procedural in tructions. Under a Title

IV, Library Services and Construction Act, Grant these procedural

i_ristructions were recorded on a small disc that can be played

,on a talking book machine. The braille reader, like the talking

book reader, .can receive "automatic service" or s rviee by re-

quest only. Records of his Activity arc al o kept on file.

Bimonthly each reader receives his own copy o' Braille B

listing newly available titles for readers.

The' taped book is fast developing as a se vice for handi-

capped-readers. Reel-to-reel tapes, recorded at 3 inches

per second are available from Perkins for handicapped readers

Re.cently the cassette book has been introduced and is now making

fast- headway into the prosram. 'A catalog of some 160 titles

eview

en 'ausettes is now available for participants in the national

program of library services for the handicapped.

They cassette book has shown its special ease of adaptability

-loCal needs in Maine where many readers do not have Emglish

as their mother tongue. Tor those who speak prench a cassette

experiment is now undervay. Cassette recorders have been pur-
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chased for these readers and the French cassette books are now

in the process of being recorded. The first series of French

titles available on ca settes for Maine readers will include:

Le Pon De ',tile, by Norman FSlix
La Foret Perdue, by M. Genevoix
La Princesse de Clves, by adame de la Fayette
LI-AvaIefe Des AvalS, by RelJean Ducharme
John F. Kennedy, President, by Hugh Sidey
La Brousse eat Ma Patrie$ by Joy Adamson
Sur Toutes les Scnes du Monde (Mon Pore Avait Raison)
Un Petit Air Innocent, by William Marley
Le Lion, by Joseph Kessel

The French cassette program can certainly be a step in the

direction of reaching those who have up to now stayed away from

the library services for the handicapped program because of the

lan uage barrier.

In addition to the regular services ,pr vided by

regional library as de ribed in the oregoin:T; pages of this

chapter, the librarian at Perkins School fo:: the Blind has

developed a few special services for the regional patrons of

the library. Twice a year a newsletter is sent to all readers,

giving new and inform:Ition concerning the Perkins library ser-

vices. Inforation concerning new services, procedure etc.

is.aIso given in these newsletters. In addition, each reader

rece ves along with his newsletters several self-addressed,

colored envelopes for use in corresponding with his regional

library. The envelopes fill two needs. First of all, they

eliminate the handicapped person need for addressing the

envelopes hinselfi a. person unable to read conventionally might"

very well find conVentional writing still more difficult.

Secondly, the colored envelopes facilitate mail receiving and
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Sorting at the.Perkins School for th- Blind. Since tIi institu-

tion is a mammouth set-up much mail comes and goes. Color coding

of the library's envelopes insures that the handicapped person's

-correSpondence will reach the library directly and will not be

lost in some other department of the school for some time before

it actually reaches its intended destination. This helps in

speedins up the relations belween reader and librarian.

Another pecial" service provided by Perhins seems in-

significant at first glance but from the readers point of view

it is a valuable one. Talking books arc labeled with a three

by five card label bearing the reader's address on one side and

the regional libr,ry address on th reverse. The card

merely slides into a slot on the face of the talking book con-

tainer. Thus, when a reader has completed a b ok, he merely

rever es tie label and drops the carton in the nearest mail b

Because the labels are usually cut to fit exactly into the

label slot some readers experience difficulty in pulling the

label out so that it can be reversed. To solve this problem,

the reional librarian at Perkins has had her labels cut to ex-

tend about a quarter of an inch from the address slot after it

has been pushed in as far as it will go. The reader now has

something to grasp when removing the label. A small service

it really 1 but one that means a great deal to the reader who

used to get frustrated when tryin to r Ire se a label for re-

turning his book.

Bibliographic services provided for readers by the

Perkins library staff are also numerous and helpful. Besides

the stock of_ talking books and braille materials provided to



the regional libraries by. the Library of Congress Di i ion

for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, the regional library

at Perkins also purchases much commercially produced materials

for patrons. Bibliographies of these materials are continual-

ly updated and printed in conventional as well as large-type

editions for reader and stalf use. In addition, numerous

subject area bibliographies a e produced. Bibliographies of

talking book and braille books on home economics career

American politics, government, conservation and ecology, the

Negro in America, and American historical fiction are but a few

of the lists currently available at the regional library in

Watertown, Massachusetts. Additional reading lists "for

high school students" and the like, arc also prepared and made

available to interested readers or staff members. Finally, a

list of "Annual Accessions of Books a d Pamphlets" is published

by the regional library.

Statistical services concerning Maine readers in con-

junction with the regional library are of various types. Daily

circulation statistics are kept for the blind and the ha dicapped

readers in Mai e. The circulation statistics show the number of

talking books, the number of talking magazines, the number of

tape books, tare magazines and braille books and braille maga-

zines used by Maine readers daily. In addition each category

mentioned above is further subdivided according to "adult" and

juvenile" readers, the word ?Padiitit referring to services lo

those readers over the age of thirteen. Each month additional

statistics are recorded for Maine blind a d handicapped readers.

The "Reader Activity Renort" is compiled monthly
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Blind
Handicapped
State:

READER ACTIVITY

1OTAL NUMBER OF READERS AS OF LAST MONTH

Talking book
Braille
Tape

NEW READERS

Talking book
Braille
Tape

:READERS RETURNED

Talking book
Braille
Tape

'MACHINES REMOVED

Talking book
Braille
Tape

DECEASED

Talking book
Braille
Tape

TOTAL NUMBER OF READERS AS OF THIS MONTH

Talking book
Braille
Tape

Adult Juvenile

(Age 13
and

under)

aliz*"

Fig. 14.--Reader Activity Report, Perkins Regional Library
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Any handicapped person in Ma3ne is eligible to re-

ceive services from the regional library at the Perkins School

for the Blind if he cannot read or handle conventionally

printed materials because of his impairment. Prospective

readers in Maine make ariplication for services to the Division

of Eye Care and Special Services, Oepartment of Health and

Welfare, Aususta, Maine. After their applicationis have been

approved the d r names are sent on to the librarial at

Perkins Those who will use talking book services receive the

machines free of charse f om the Division and a sample of

talking books and catalogs from Perkins. From this point on

they can deal directly with their regional librarian.

Many readers find it difficult to believe that "all they

have to do" is fill in the application form and have it certi-

fied by competent authority (librarian, teacher, docto, nurse

minister, etc.). There is very little "red tap involved in

enrolling in the services. The application (Fig. 15 page

In) is the reader's ticket to participation in the national

program of library services for the handicapped. And, it is

through his regional library at the Perkins School for the

Blind in Watertolin Massachusetts,. that the Maine reader a

tilally does participate in that national program.
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Firo i cation Form for Library Services for the Tlan asiTic1

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE

AueusTA, lAAft5 G4330

DSAP4 FIP.1511, M. D.
cosntinittio14OM

applicant n

add CSG

birthdate

The above person has requested the loan of a Talking Book Machine whici we can supply
to eligible individuals. The Talking Book Machine is an adaptation of a portable
phonograph which plays non-musical recordings supplied through the Library of Congress.
It is available to any person who, because of a physical handicap, is unable to use
conventional reeding material.

The Law requires a "competent authority" to certify that the applicant is unable to
read conventional materials. A "competent authority" con be physicians, optometrists,
nursesi social workers, rehabilitation counselors, librarians, or any-professional
staff of a public or private agency or institution.

Would you please complete the form.below and return it to the Division of Eye Care
and_Special_Services State Heus_e_.Au,usta Maine 04330.

This is to certify that .the above person is physically unable to use conventional
printed material.

EaLcia.212 (Ix= Le:: Stroke1 Polio, Glaucoma, etc.

De'cribe how condition revents readin

Visual acui_ty kif_availElbls1

Date

corrected vision
_

g

O.D.

Signed

Title

Agency

0.sa



CHAPTER 4

MAINE S TALKING BOOK MACHINE

DISTRIBUTING AGENCY'

"The Division of Eye Care and Special Serv3.ces
is the state agency in Maine designated by the Library
of Congress for the distribution of Talkin;; Book
machines. Both the machines and recorders are loaned
without charge to any individual unable to read
conventional print because of a physical handicap.

When a machine needs repair or replacement
or when a person experiences difficulty in obtaing
recordings the reader will notify this-state agency.
We will arranse for repair or replacement of ma-
chine free of charge.

The Division of Eye Care and Special Ser-
vices is responsible for obtainin!; braille, large
print, tapes, tape recorders and records that nay
be ess Vial to an education or rehabilitation
plan

Since raine has no "regional libr. 7" of its own, Maine

readers are served'through the library at the Perkins School

for the Blincr,, discussed in. Chapter 3 All Maine readers,

however, receiving services from Perkins must first apply to

the Division of Eye Care and Special Services of the Depart-.

ment of Hearth and Welfare in Au,_1-usta

F.ligibiIity for Services, discussed in Chapter

is determined at the Diviision of Eye Care. A statement of

.30Mainei, Dept. of Health & Welfa. el Div. of Eye Care,
_Policy and ProcedUral Manual,- "Library Service -o the Visually
,and Physically Handicapped," p.1
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certification of an individual reader's inabiJity to use con-

ventionally printed books must be submitted in writin by com-

petent authority (optometrist, physician, nurse, professional

staff member of a hospilal, rehabilitation center, ins itvtion,

health or welfare agency, or librarian31) and the Division

of Eye Care and Special Services rescrves the right to have

such a certification reviewed by medical opt metric conoul-

tant before allowing participation in the program 32 The

applicant's certification statement must cont in his full name

and address a description of the condition preventing him from

using conventional printed .aterials and his visual acuity

if low vision is his chief reason for requesting special ser-

vices 33

Any pe son liVing in Maine may receive special library

services through ine channels" once his elig3bility has

been cleared. There art no other "residence" requirements.
7

When a reader already:enrolled in 11-1 services moves to Nhine

he can begin .to receive services again as soon as hiS former

regional library forwards notifieati-n of his moving to his

new regional library.. When a Maine reader moves to-another

state he must notifY the Division of Eye Care and Special

.Services so that this- agency can in turn notify the state

agency or library where he is moving Thus, reading services

need not be interrupted'or stopped becauSe of moving etc.

The exact application procedures are spelled out

31Maine, Dept of Heal 1 a Welfare, Div. of Eye Care,
Polic nd Procedbral.Nanual, "Library Services to the Visually
and Physically Handicapped,' p.24

32rbid.

rbid.
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clearly in the Division of Eye Core's procedural mi l quoted

eviously:
'V1.ny requcst for ervice by a prospective reader

or by a _person on his beh lf will constitute an appli-
_cation,for a Talking Book:Machine. When the request
is mdc by an individual or agency in behalf of a pros-
pective reader,. initial coirrespondence will be directed
to the referring party unless otherwise requested.
When the prospective reader initiates the request
correspondence will be directed to him. On receipt
of a request for service this asency will:

1. Forward to the applicant or referring party:
a. A letter briefly explaining the Talking Book

Machine service and explaining steps-to be
.taken.4,obtain a machine.

b. A_ee-flificatien-statement to be completed
/I6y a competent autherity and returned to
this agency.

When the certification statement is rccelved.in this
office it will be reviewed for eligibility, and
a. If the applicant is eligible he will be no-

tified by a letter that he is eligible and a
machine will be mailed to him.

b. If he is not eligible hc will be notified
by letter' explaining the reason he is not
eligible.

c. Eligible readers will be registered with the
library that will distribute the records
to the reader.

d. A machine will be mailed to the eligible
applicant.

e. The reader will be advis_d concerning care
repair, and return of the machine that is
being loaned to him."34

The DiViSion of Eye Care and Special Services k eps

up-to-date reader files containing entries for.all currently

enrolled in the program of library services fer the handicapped.

Statistics for the readers file survey discussed in Part one

of tills report were computed from an analysis of this file

by the author. At the beginning of April 1970 717 applica-

tions that had been cleared with the Division and were now

34Maine, Department of Health e, Welfare, Div. of Eye
Care- Policy_& Procedural Manua:1_1 "Library Services.", p.
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in the active reader file.

Besides the talkins boohs program of the Library of

omgress the. Divi ion of Eye Care and Special Services is also

responsible for procuring needed textbooks under var-ous forms

for handicarmed students in the state

"Requests for textbooks on tape or in braille
are referred to the Central Office of the Division of
Bye Care for clearance as to their availability else-
where in the state or at the American l'rintilv House
when not available from commere3a1 sources. If it is
not available through these resources then requests
for taping arc sent to the Downcast 'tecording Library
for the Blind (Portland, Maine), and braille books
are nand transcribeC by volunteers... Onc staff rerher
of the Division wo)-k:ina in Aueusta has been assigned
to clearing the lists sub-otted by the educational
counselors, tutors, etc."

The ba ic philosophy underlying the Division's services

to the visually and physically handicapped is that these handl-

capped persons Must ,be enabled to take their place in normal

society, as contributing members of that society. "The purpose

of educational services to the visually impaired Is to
train the child to take his place in society as a con-
tributing member. The blind and visually impaired child,
like the sighted, should have the opportunity to develop
into an able_and active citizen, with a home, a family
and the ability to earn an adequate living. Through-
out his life he will _move in a sighted environment
withrthe necessity'of competing on an equal basis with
iighted individUals. Therefore, wherever possible,
the educational needs of the visualliimpaired child
shobld be met in his own community. Living in his own
Iteme amS regular school classes will reduce
the chances Of isolation and dependency. Group= parti-
cipation with his visually nonimpaired classmates in
community and school activities is a most valuable part
of any visually impaired child's experiences, offering
him the best preparation for his A pture role as a valu-
able citizen in a sighted. world."'

35American'Foundation for the Blind. Up-Datini7 of Program
Review: Division of De _Care anC S-ecial Servlces iienartment
.cl_t_LI1LILLa.as-11=Laj Auf-usta Yaine VP, 6-11 1968. (New York:
.A.FB., 1968), p. 20. /46

36Maine, Dept. of Hea.
na1ial.i_LL-122L5itAssA_IL4.nma1l "2ducation,"

Wel., Div. of Bye Care
p. 1.



An evaluation of the ser ices provided by the Division

of Eye Care and Special SeTvices was updated in 1968 and states,

"About 90 per cent of the visually-impaired children are in

their own cora. nity schools. Th3s is an excellent percentage."37

Any special services in materials, tutorin,-,,, travel -tc.,

that the imp ired child may need to compete in the sighted worIld

are provided for him by the Division of Eye Care.. Resource

rooms (to be discussed in Chapter 6) are being created in

schools in the state, rixing the handicapped the special ser-

vices which they need (learning braille, typing, etc.)

Th:nre are no res5dent schools for the blind or visually

impaired in Maine. When it is possible they are enrolled

the local schools. If residential care is needed the service's\

of the Perkins School for the Blind in Watertown, Yassachusetts,

or of other out-ot-state resident schools for the handicapped

are purchased by the Division of Eye Car:- for the individual

concerned.

Financially, it must be remembered that tile Division of

Eye Care and Special Services is part of the Department of

Health and Welfare in Maine. A budget, prepared in cooperation

with the Director of the Bureau of Rehabilitation, is then

reviewed and becomes part of the Department's budget. _Payment

for library services from Perkins is on a cooperative agreement

between the Division of Eye Care and the Maine State Library.

A total of sixteen dollars ($16.00) per handicapped person or

agency receiving services is paid to the Perkins School for

?American Foundation for the Blind, U-Datinof ProKrram
Review., p. 6.
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the Blind to help cover the costs of staff and space and facili-

ties needed to provide those services.

And so, a handicappe erson in Maine wishing to read

makes his application with the Division of Bye Care and Special

Services in Aur7tsta, is cleared for eligibility, rec:'. es his

machine, and then participates in the national program of

library services fbr the handicapped through Maine.'s regi p-1

library at the Perkins School for the Blind in Watertown,

Massachusetts ?,lny individuals in Maine however, are handi-

capped to a l:asser degree and, while not needing reading under

another formbraille, talking books, etc.--, they could use

other "special library services" that would enable them to

read more and enjoy their readi lig IIiclre. When

_Apply for "special library services" they are aided by the

e State Library -hich is responsible for library seryi es

to the physically handicapped in Maine.



CHAPTER 5

THE MAINE.STATE LIBRARY AND

MAINE'S HANDICAPPED REJIDErtS

The Division of Eye Care and Special Services of the

Department of Eealth and Welfare in Maine is respon-ible for

the talRing-bool: and braillc,program of.services which Maine

handicapped readers receive through the re -onal library.

Olher reading aids and library services for Maine's handicapped

readers are adminiStered by the Maine State Library in clo e

cooperation with the Division of Eye Cate and in cooperation

with Maine's public libraries and other agencies servin- the

handle ppcd throughout the state. With the introduction of the

physically handicapped in the program of library services for

the handicapped in 1966, the. State Library's role in the Maine

program of services is becoming more and' more i -portant

A proIessional librarian has been added to the staff at the

State Library to serve as Consultant for Library Services for

the Visually and Physically Handicapped, Title IV, Library

Services and Construction Act. The State Library staff has

worked very closely with the Division of-Eye Care and Special

Services and other agencies in both the 1967 preliminary survey

of the physically handicapped potential users of the library

services program and also in the snARE Campaign of tlis

'year.
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The Main_ e Library serves as a central depository

for reading aids other than the talKinb book rachines and braille

materials. Throug.h the public libraries in local communities

and other agencics servin,;- the handicapped locally, reading aids

such as beds' cs, p,..ge turners reading stand,, and all types

f magnifiers are circulated from the State Library to the handi-

capped readers in need of them. Cooperation of local libraries

in the prop:ram of libr ry servic or local handicapped readers

is growin,T and has been greatly ulated by the snAaE Cam-

naign of 1969. Flyers prepared urig the SIIA'tE Campaign

(Figures 16 th ough 2-, pages 82 through 90 respectively)

described all of iho available reading aids from the Division

of Eye Care and the Maine State Library and were distrib ted

to all of the cooperating public libraries in order to acquaint

librarians and their patrons with the available aids.

In its updating of t-e eval ation of services in 1968,

the American Foundation for the Blind reported:

"The State Librarian has canvassed every pub-
lic library in the state as to thei- interest in having
a demonstration or display of Talking Book machines;
and offered financial support for each to hane a selec-
tion of large nrint books, rat;nificrs, etc. It is dis-
couraging to learn that only siN local libraries sought
to avail themselves of this service for their readers.
Perhaps another alternative would be to place literature
about the Library of Congress and the Division_of Eye
Care programs at a readily available space in each of
the ,ocal libraries, such as on bulletin boards."38

A bri f survey of the State Library's circulation file fo

special aids for the handicapped since the SEAaB Campaign seems

38Amercan Foundation F r T
Program Review..., p. 19-20.
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Fig. 16.-- TALKING BOOK MACHINE

Item: Talking Book Machine

Size: 151/2 x 141/2 inches, 91/2 inches deep

Availability: Division of Eye Care and Special Services of the Department of Health and
Welfare, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

A lightweight, portable record player designed especially for operation by blind persons.
The machine has three speeds: 33 1/3, 16 2/3, and 8 1/3 rpm. The tone arm contains a
reversable needle designed for long-playing records and is easily replaced. The machine can
be played anywhere in the home, is simple to operate and can be modified to meet the
needs of the handicapped. Earphones are available as an added convenience. The Talking
Books are record discs with about 45 minutes Playing time on each side. There may be
several records to a complete book. A wide variety of recorded magazines are also available.
0:4ce a reader is enrolled in the program he receives basic cataloges and bi-monthly maga-
zine supplements to choose individual Talking Books. Selections are made for all age
levels including children's stories, student reading needs, young adult and adult books.

91
The machines are available on loan free of charge and can be used for as long as

needed, Machines and records are supplied by the Division of Eye Care.



Big. 17 --PAGE TURNER (LAKELAND ELECTRICAL TYPE)

Item: Page Turner (Lakeland electrical type)

Size: 15 x 231/2 inches

Availability: Maine State Library, Augus a, Maine 04330

Use:

This page turner is designed to take over the function of turning the pages of books
and magazines for those whose arms, hands and fingers are incapacitated. This device is
operated by a feather-light, momentary touch of the electric switch, requiring less than
1/8 inch of movement by any part of the body even just the flexing of a muscle. An arm
with silicone plastic on the end presses on the page and turns it by pulling it to the left.
A wire operates to keep the left page held flat. The turner can be placed on any overbed
table, work table, or wheel chair table_ An adjustable base tilts the book or magazine to
any vertical position. Weighs 11 pounds. 92
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Fig. 18.-- PAGE TURNER (CORDLESS TyPE)

Item: Page Turner (Cordless type)

Size: 15 inches square and 4 inches deep. 2 /4 inches long with side panels extended
for large magazines)

Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use: 93
Enables those who are unable to hold a book or turn pages to do so with the aid of the

machine. A slight touch on the sensitive switch actuates a motor which causes a silicon
plastic to engage the top page, and lifts it. A second motor revolves an arm which turns a
page and holds it in position until the reader is ready for another page. Accomodates all
magazines, paper-bound books and hard covered books up to 1/2 inches thick. The cord-
less model uses a 12 volt battery, and can be used anywhere without the bother of cords
or the availability of an outlet_ Can be used in bed, in a wheelchair, or outdoors. Light,
portable, and easy to operate. Removable bracket allows reading positions of flat, thirty



Fig. 19.--PAGE TURNER (TURN-A-PAGE, ELECTRIC)

Item: Page Turner (Turn-a-page, electric)

Size: 24 x 20 inches

Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 043 0

Use :

This device meets the page turning needs for those who are immobile as well as those
of the more seriously involved spastic. A very slight touch of one of the two switches is
sufficient activation to complete the cycle of turning one page in whichever direction is
desired. The switch mechanism is so sensitive that when properly placed near the user
the puff of his cheek is sufficient movement to operate the machine.

The two arms that hold the book or magazine in place automatically adjust the
machine to pick up at the correct point for any page. An arm, rotating in a complete
circle, drops into a page, turns it by pushing it. Pages are kept flat by a wire circle
operating in conjunction with the rotating arm. It operates on any electrical outlet.
The machine is slightly inclined for easy reading.

94



Fig. 20 BEDSPECS

Item: Bedspecs

Av ailability : Maihe State Library, Augusfa, Maine 04330

Use:

Prism type glasses which provide right-angle reading; a patient lying flat on his back or
resting in a reclining position can read a book or magazine propped on the chest or abdo-
men. Optically correct, the glasses require no professional fitting and may be worn with
or without regular glasse. They are, however, difficult to use over bifocals. Even with this
limitation prism glasses are a useful and popular piece of equipment since they provide a
clear, slightly magnified image, and may be useful, as well, in mitigating some undesirable
effects of reading or viewing while lying

flat95
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Fig. 21 EASY-READ ALL PURPOSE READING STAND

Item: Easy-Read All Purpose Reading Stand

Top is 111/2 x 20 inches

Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

A lightweight stand for reading or writing in bed or in an easy chair. The top tilts and
stays at any angle wit:tout mechanical adjustment. It raises to a height of 17 inches and
holds magazines or the heaviest books. Folds flat for carrying.

8'06
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Pi 4.4BOOK BUTLER READING STAND

Item: Book Butler Reading Stand

Size: Adjusts to different sizes

Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04310

Use:

A sturdy light weight aluminum frame with steel book holder adjustable to six different
positions. It will hold a book directly overhead, enabling the patient to read while lying on
his back. Handicapped or immobilized patients may turn pages easily with mouth stick or
rubber-tipped pencil. A simple clamping attachment allows reading with the patient lying
on his side. Pages may be turned with one hand even with the book directly overhead_

zeil7
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Pig. 2 GORE READING STAND

Item: Gore Reading Stand

Size: Extension from 6 1/2 to 12 inches

Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

A table model, four-jointed with one arm permissable for extension from 6ii4 to 12
inches. It is provided with a C - clamp for attaching to a table or desk. A music-stand
type of book holder. 98
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Fig. 24et MAGNIFIER VIEW TABLE

Item: Magnifier View Table

Size: 12 x 17 inches

Availability: Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine 04330

Use:

The magnifier is an optical device which magnifies the fine print of ordinary materials
to a large print size. It must be used on a table or desk. The device comes assembled
except that the lens must be inserted and a stretch spring must be hooked into a notch.

It can be used to read letters, or any personal correspondence, book, magazine,
and pamphlet. The device can easily be adjusted to several positions for individual viewing
preferences. Light sources are built into the machine for easy viewing and can be used with
any electrical outlet. 99
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to indicate that perhaps the picture is already changing. Some

153 loans of reading aids have been made from the State Library

since late 1968 (up to April 1, 1970). Of theSe 153 circula-

tions 107 were transacted through Maine's public Librarie

Almost seven per cent of all the loans made were made through

public libraries. 'he rest of the circulations were made either

to individuals,directly or were made through or t6 nursing homes,

etc. Forty-one (41) different public libraries were involved

in these 107 circulations. The pict re does, indeed look

brighter already.

The National Library Week Teachers Librar Handbook

prepared for Maine teachers in the 1969 National Library Week,

states that unaine has 253 public libraries and more than forty

Special libraries lecated throughout:the state, in addition to

college libraries."39 There is still a long way to go before
.

complete c operation of all of these libraries is achieved,

but, the development that has occurred just since the American

Foundation for the Blind made its 1968 report gives great en-

couragement. The SHARE Campaign haS without doubt, had much

to do with this: stimulus I, state-local cOoperation, just as it

has also inflienced the growth of the talking-books program in

Maine and the number of services loaned to physically handicapped

readers.

The circulation statistics for State Library reading

aids show that In 1968 there were about a dozenjoans of special

39Maine,. 1969 S-Late National Library Week Committee &
Maine ,State Library, NLW Teachers Library_randbook, (Augusta,
Maine: State Library & NLW.Lommittee, 1969), P. 12.
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reading aids recorded. In 1969 eighty such loans t Maine's

handicapped readers were made, and in the first quarter of 1970

there have already been fifty-eight more circulations of special

library 3:eading aids. A. breakdown by type- of aid loaned during

this period (1 te 1968 to April 1, 1970) would go as follows:

Page Turners

Arounc e-Neck
Magnifie s

Magnifying Sheets

Bedspecs

- 18 loans made;
13 through libraries;

- 10 loans made;
IMA 7 through libra ies-

26 loans made;
8 through libraries

- 17 loans made;
- 11 through libraries;

Easy Read All Pubpose - 7 loans made;
Reading Stands - 7 through libraries;

Book. Butler - 4 loans made;
Reading Stands - 4 through libraries;

Magnifier View - 71 loans made;
Tables - 57 through libraries.

Uhen thc Library Services and Construction Act was

amended in 1966 with Title IV B permitting library services

for the physically handicapped with Federal Funds, each state

had to draw up its "plan" for providing these services before

funds could be made available to it In Maine, the ta k of

*drawing up this "state plan" fell to the state library staff.

Figure 25z page 93ff, is the plan which was prepared, submitted,

and approved.. Under the provisions of the act Maine.s grant

of funds from the Federal government, to be matched with state

funds was $25,075 The State Li rary received funds on the
1.01

basis of fitrures siihmittpd 1117



PLAN SECTION NUMBER 6.0

STATE Maine

FISCAL YEAR 1968

6.0 Library Services to the Pisicallv ldicaDped -
Mae IV Part B.

6.1 Policies and 02125tives.

A preliminary survey of potential users has been vlu-
able as a means of highlighting the need forjurther
extension of library service to the physically handi-
capped, including the blind and the visually handicapped.
It will be our objective to involve all public libraries
and agencies working with the physically handicapped
in our effort to identify these handicapped people and
makeavailable to them a_high quality of library service.
All plans and programs will be carried out in close
cooperation with the Division of nye Care and Special
Services of the State Department of Health and Welfare.

The State Agency considers the following authorities
competent to certify that a perSon is physically unable
to use conventional print: optolletrist, physician,
nurse, librarian, professional staff of a hospital,
xehaWlitation center, health or welfare agency. The
statepent of certification must crmtain thc frAlowing
minimum information: applicantls full name and addres
description of the physical concliTion and how it pre-
vents the applicant from using ponventional printed
materials; visual acuity when aVailable, if poor vision
as the major factor.

Lon range goals include service to the physically
handicapped in the overall goal of equal access to good
library service for every resident of the State.

Immediate plans call for increased professional library
staff at the State Library as iell as additional
clerical staff to assist in org nizing the material-
now available to the physically handicapped through the
Division of Eye Care and Specia Services such as the
Braille editions, large print tts, recordings and
tapes; encouragement and assistance will be given to
public libraries in developing service to the handi-
capped in their communities.

The Talking Book program will be expanded o include
any physically handicapped persons. Although not finance
under Title IV By an exiension of the Talking Book

laine, State Plan, L.S. 02 Title IV-B



program is planned whereby public libraries open at least
five days a week will be given an opportunity to have
a Talking Book machine and a deposit collection of books.
This will assist considerably in publicizin the program
and in making this material more readily available
throughout the state.

On the basis ol information pro-vided by the pre imin-
ary survey, reading aids such as page turners, magnifiers,
and prismatic lenses will be made available both through
the public libraries and through agencies working with
the physically handicapped. A more intensive survey
uill be carried out for the purpose of determining po-
tential need for the various reading aids available
to the physically handicapped.

There are no publicor other non-profit libraries
agencies or organizations which atc ineligible under
State law to participate in the program.

6.2 -cipation-

6.21 Criteria - riorities and methods of distribution

At the outset participation in the program by
libraries and agencies and organizations working
with the physically handicapped will consist of
applications for one of the various readine aids
(page turner, magnifier, etc.) which we plan to
make available. Priority will be assigned on the
basis of greatest potential use. For instance, .

placing a page turner in a nursing home or an
institution where it will be available to several
persons would be given priority over an application
from an individual.

All appropriate libraries and all agencies and
organizations workinE, with the physically handi-
capped will be sent complete information concern-
ing the program.

6. 22 pssurance ofalmortnity to particivte -

All appropriate libraries, agencies, and organ-
z-ttions for the physically handicapped will be

given an opportunity to participate in the program.

6.3 Maintenance of effort

--,Tundsavailable from sources.other than Federal
sources in'any fiscal year for expenditures for libra-
ry servides to the physically handicapped will not be
less than the actual expenditures froliCsuch sources in
the second fiscal year preceding the year in which the

Fig. 25.--Continued 103T



State seeks a payment from the Federal allotment av Li-
able under Part B of Ti le IV of the Act.

6.4 Council.

Representatives of eligible_agencies were invited
to a preliminary planning meeting. From this group a
Council of six members has been chosen representing the
Cerebral Palsy Associationl-Special Education of Handi-
capped (Dept. of Education), Public Health Nursing
(Dept. of Health and Welfare), Family Services (Dept.
of Health and Welfare), Eye Care and Special Services
(Dept. of Hcalf1 and Welfar',-.), and public libraries.

Title IV B Codncll

Mr. Owen Pollard, Director_ Division of Eye Care and
Special Services

Mrs- Elizabeth C. Morrison, Cerebral Palsy. Center,
Portland, M_ine

Beverly Trenholm, Dept. of Education

Miss Mary M. Sullivan, Director
. Public Health Nursing

Mr. Robert Wyllie, Division of Family Services

Mr. Robert Woodward, Librarian
Bangor Public Library

Fig. 25. nJjniled

The role of Maine's public libraries in providing

library services for local handicapped readers ls becoming

ever more important. Partially responsible- for this- along

with the cooperation stimulated by the SHARE Campaign, is the

StateLibraries policy to-loan its reading aids through the

institutions _-never.pos ible, With a state as large as Maine,

such "regionalization" of the services will help conquer the

geographical barr:Lers separating many handicapped persons from

"equal library services." 104



Thr role of the MaInc State Library, itself, which has

taken on increased importance since the advent of services

to the physically handicapped in 19661 is now an indispensible

role in library services program. Maine's emphasis on, and

success in using, other aids than the talking books and brailled

materials for handicapved readers have made this role necessary.

The wide variety of aids available to Yaine readers makes for

a more individualized approach to the special library services

program, but it also necessitates an active central depository

agency, the State Library, and the cooperation of local agencies.
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CHAITER 6

OTHER AGENCIES PROVIDING LIBRARY-SERVICES

FOR THE HANDICAPPED READERS IN MAINE

The services provided for handicapped readers in Maine

by thc Regional Library at the Perkins School for the Blind,

the Division of Eye Care and Special Services, and the Maine

State Library are suppleiented in many areas by other smaller

encies in Maine dealing with the handicapped. In this

chapter four of these supplementary agencies will'be con-

sidered: the Bureau of Guidance and Special Education of the

Department of Education; the Downeast Recording Library for the

Blind, in Portland, Maine; the Blind Children1s Resource Center

at the Cathedral School in Por land, ine; and the Blind

Children's Resource Center at the Sacred Hearth' School in Auburn,

The ireau of Guidance _arid Special Ed cation

The State Department of Education in Maine is respon-

sible for the education of handicapped or exceptional qhildren.

The Administrative Handbook of this'department defines the

'handicapped or exceptional child.as "any child under twenty-one

years of a e able to benefit from an instructional program ap-

proved by the state board whose parents or guardian maintains

.a home for his family in any administrative unit mithin -the

19,P



State and whose ecuc tional needs cannot be adequa ely pro-

vided for through the u ual facilit3es anC sdrvices of the

public schools, because of the physical or mental deviations

40
of such child.' , "Special servic s" provided for stch children

by this department are defined in the same work as "tra spor-

tation;.tutorin!:; corrective teaching such as speech reading

speech correction, sight conservation and similar.forms of

instruction; and provision of special seats, books and teaching

supplies and equipment required for the instruction of handi-

capped or exceptional children.
41

Special programs for the education of the handicapped

in Maine are provided by the Department of Education in the'

followi_ areas: the partially sighted, speech handicapped,

hearing handicapped, homebound (both permanent and temporary

ses) hopectically handi.capped. Whatever special texts

or reading aids are necessary for the education of all cases

under the care of the Bureau of Guidance and Special Education

of the Department of Ed- cation are provided on a cost-free b sas

for the child concerned. It is in this way especially that the

Bureau suppl ments the broad program of library services for

the handicapped in Maine. Cooperation is again the character-

istic utien helps the extension of available services to more

of Maine.'s handicapped readers. Through the cooperation of

the Division of Eye Ct,ure and the Bureau of Guidance and Special

Education and the Maine State Library the library needs of an

individual handicapped person educational needs, recreational

40Maine, Department of Education, Bureau of Guidance and
Special Education. S ecial Education: Administrative_Pandbook,
(Augusta, Maine: Dept. o Educatmont.1966 p. 7*

41Ib1d*, p. 7. 107
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needs, and informational ne eds-.-are providec! for, The Bureau

of Guidance and Special Education plays its vital role in ex-

tending library services to the handicapped readers in the area

of their educational needs.

Downeast Recordinff Librar For The Blind-
An institution in Maine very closely linked to both the

Division of Eye Care and the Bureau of Special Education in that

it too is concerned with the education of the visually handicappe

in Maine is the LoInea t Recording Library for the Blind in

Portion(' Maine. Described in its own brochure, "Downeast

Recording Library for the Blind, Incorporated, transf rs the

textbooks Maine s young blind cannot see to tape recordings

they can hear, enabling them to live at home while learning

alongside the sighted in public schools and in college. A

non-profit voluntary service nique in la.ine in the field of

education for the blind, it puts books at the blind student's

beck and call ctatewide, offering a kind of seeing and a way

of learning not yet to be had in many parts of the country.

Through its recording team of more than sevent; men and women

volun eer readers Downcast Recording Library offers Sound-Si,ht."

Taped texts go out to readers all over Yaine from the

Downeast studio on Campbell Street in Portland. Four ilpund--

proof booths are available for recording in morning, afternoon,

and evening recording sessions. Volunteers give two hours of

42Downeast co7:-dinr, Library for the BlInd I c. Wh
it Is. .What It .where It _came FrOMo
INiTItiaTTFIne, lo te57-unpaged brocn re.



their ti. weekly to this work for Main ndicapped re-

.

When poss ble stUdents purchase their o4i tapes; otherwise1:,

they are urchased by the Division of E3e Care for the students.
r

T2e work of the record.ing libr y has been chiefly

financed by private donations, but in rly 1970 efforts

have been made tow rd making it a stat agency. In 1963

the new thirty by fifty-foot buildinjion Campbell Street

in Portland was constructed and furnished and completely paid

for by gifts. The fo nder and Executive Director of the D meast

Recording Library for the Blind Inc is Donald W. Loved him-

self blind since the Llid-1950's. Presently the Doneast R1ecord-

ing Library for -Ow Blind serves especially handicapped s

dents in Maine.

Plans are in motion now to serve all Maine's h n capped

readers with a supplerIt to the Library of Congre s T 1-ing

B ok prograr. Books ab-ut Maine7 by Maine authors, concerts

by Maine musicians Maine plays and Maine humor will be em-

phasized in this new library program for Maine's handicapped

readers. Tbe operation of the program is proposed to be on ,a

frea lending library basisi3 With this "Maine library progran'

the Downcast Recording Library for the Blind will be even more

supplementary to the broad program of library services for the

handicapped than it already is. Adding local-color and local-

interest materials to the collection of available lite ature

for the handicapped will be a valuable service for Maine readers.

43Downeast_Recording Lib -try_for_the_Blin_ Unpaged brochu e.
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ine's Blind children's Resource Centers

Two "resource centers" now exist in Maine for element ry_

school children attending the local schOol. In 1958 Sr. Mary

Miguel, .S.M., opened the Sta first Blind Children e-

source Center in one room of the Cathedral Grammar School in

Portland, Maine. In reviewing the programs for the blind in

Maine in 1965- the American Foundtion for the Blind, Inc.

had this to say concerning Sr. Miguels center: "The only

present resource room program for children in the elementary

grades- located in the CaLhedral Grammar School, is excellent.

The teachers emphasi2e two essenti-1 areas in their work with

individual children: development of essenti 1 academic skills

which permit full p rticipation in the activities of the re-

gular cl:Lssroom where the children spend a major part of their

time and, development of special skills such as typing, listening

and good grooming, etc. , which enable visually handicapped

children to compensate for the effects of visual loss and to

participate effectively and efficiently in the academic a-

social life of the school. .44

The Blind Children's Resource Center is independent of

the Cathedral School but is housed within the school that the

handicapped children may be integrated with sighted children

in regular classrooms and-recreations. At the resource center

the students learn the special skills needed f r their par-

ticipation in the sighted.world of the school. Materials under

'44American Foundation for the Blind, ProrTram Review
1965, p. 17.
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all forms, braille, large type, recorc d, etc., are available

in the resource center for the students in the prosram. By

means of volunteer hand-.trzLnscibing and use of the braille

therm 'orm machine braille works needed by the students are

produced at the c nter.

Tuition, $2,2001 is pald by the s ate, Division of

Bye Care, for each studelL participating in the Blind Children's

resource center programs. Other financial support for the wo k

and running of the resource center is derived from private do-

nations. Center-sponsored food sales, and ofvber programs,

help bring in financial support that is needdfor the purchase

of materials and expansion of facilities in the Portland cPnter.

In 1964 another Blind Children's Resource nenter was

opened for handicapped children, this time of the Lewiston-

Auburn, Maine area. This center, at the Sacred Heart School

in Auburn, Naine, headed by Sr. Harriet Grondin, C.S.J. now

caters to some fifteen students in -1-ades 2 7 3 47 6 7 77 and

8, and ranging in ages from 8 to 15. Four of the students

are on large print media and the other eleven, on braille.

Financially, the tuition for students utilizing the

Blind Children s Resource Center in Auburn is also paid by the

Division of Bye'Care, $2,200 per student per year. In_addition,

Sr. Harriet has obtained under the Elementary and Secondary

Education Act a grant under Title I for the resource center

and funds under. Title II have been used to purchase needed

library materials for the center. The resource center has

recently acquired its own braille thermoform machine for local



production of needed braille copies.

A school bus, donated to che Blind Children's Resource

Center in Auburn, picks up the handicapped students each mOrning

and takes them .home in the afternoons. The students attend

classes with the sighted children in the parochial -rammar

school. Needed extra skills for particination with sishted

classmates are picked up in the resource room. Talking book

materials braille books, large print typewriters, and braille

writers are all available for student us- in the center as wen

os a host of other materials for teachifi the y ungsters the

- Oements of daily living.

Both resource ce 4- rs, as stated in the-A.F.B. repor

are "excellent." They are real libraries, adapting their

services to the real needs and abilities of their clientele.

They add an essential supplement to Maine's broad program of

l;'-'rry services fr,r its hrtnrl-Tcapped readers
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CHAPTER 7

A FORMARD LOOK

Library services foT the handicapped in Maine have been

greatly stimulated by the Silf.E a-4.mpa ,n of 1969. The organizers

of the campaign realized that a sudden burst of enthusiasm

which died off as quichly as it had grown up would not benefit

the program of services in tho long. run. A continued effort

was essential and the camp ign wa, so organized as to sustain

a continued effort toward ever widening and strencrtilening

services.

Library s rvices for the handicapped in plaine must con-

tinue to-deveIop, to reach. more read s, to reach them in new

ways with new and better materials to reach them more efficient-

ly, to reach them on a more personal basis, in short, to serve

them still better. The recommendations for the strengthening.

of Nainets library servlees to the handicapped Which follow are

based on tha principles stated in The CMSTAC Re-ort: St nr4 rds

for Str ne',,hened Servicest. as underlying the national program

0.L library. services for the blind and visuall- handic-Lv-,ed.

The standards give the e principles only in terms of the "blind

and visually handicapped" but the phrase "physically handicapped"

could be substituted and the principles would still be valid.

"The low density of blind population tequires a
broader base of support and service than that which
may suffice For siqhted readers. The larger units of
government--Cederal, regional, and statetherefore,
play- an essential role in support and provision of
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library resources for the blind and visually handi-
capped, and this role should be bolh continued and
strengthened."45

Concernin:7 the "state" stpport recommended herein, tile

cooperative actions of the Maine State Library and the Division

of Bye Care and Special Services of the Department of :2:ea1th

and Uelfare recently in organizing and suppozting the SHARE

Campaign for enlarging and strengthening services foi the ha

i

I

capped in Maine is a step in the direction re ommended. These

are the state aencies designated for the provisaon of such

,services and their leadership is needed-in any progr m to

extend such services. Perhaps this role of support and leadership

could be strengthened in Maine if-more direct access were avail-

able for Maine readers to participate in the Talking Books pro-

gram. The Standards state, "Bach state shot _d naintain a

library for the blind

na4ne

it has a potential for at least 1000

timated legally blind population was

quoted earlieras apL)roximately 2,000; with the physically

handicapped in general now pirticipating in the program there
1

is no doubt concerning Maine's possibility of having at least

1,000 users of a library for the handicapped. The 1965 American

Foundation for the Blind Report on the evaluation of Maine,

services says "Following national trends of consolidating reading

materials and services'for blind persons, it seems reasonable

that Maine could make use of a central service which would

be closer to the people using such materials These 'would

.--'nclude talking book machines presently distributed by the

45Koestler, The COMSTAC 1eort, pp 201-203.
p. 205. 114
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Division of cares and the library ol braille, large print

and recorded materi Is elsLribuLed from Perkins School for the

Blind. Such a change would require prevision for additional

space, staff, and budget in Mnine.1t47

If a regional library within ihe state is not financi lly

possible at present, PerhIs combined services with the Nev

Hampshire Library for the Hanc2icapped would be worLh investi-

gating once this library is well organized and running smoothly.

This latter arra would bring the services for Maine reader

closer to M ine and wotld also strengthen already existing

cooperative library vent res between Moine and New. Hampshire

and Vermont.

"Responsibility for blind and visually handi-
capped readers does not stop at the federal and state
levels., Since blindness knows no geographical barriers
any community, school, college, business, profession
or other group may be the settins in which a blind per-
son functions. The library agency which serves any of
these groups should be prepared, within reasonable li-
mits, to see that the needs of the blind members of the
group are served as well as those of the sighted members.
Services to be rendered by the community iii)rry range
from bibliographic assistance_and referral in scme
situations to the actual provision of material in othe-s.

In this point too, Maine is to be --coMmended for SIIARE.

It was pointed out that in a canvassing by the State Librarian

only sax out of 253 of Maine s'public libraries sought to

avail themselves of materials for their handicapped.readers in

1967. Less than three full years later, however, materials for

the.handicapped are bein circulated from the State Library

through '-he local public libraries. Because of the scattered
;

population of blind and physically hrindicapped readers in Maine

7American .Foundation for the Blind, p_rogram Review,
_ 9

19.65,p. 45. ns
1
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supplying all librmries with mater4_als fo the handicapped cotild

involve much duplication and wasie of resources needed else-

where. Minimally, however, ench public library in the state

should be enrolled on the mailin list for Talkino: Book Topics

and Bral1e Book tleview and th ir cumulations. CurrenL catalogs

and information concerning library services and aids for the

handicapped should be available in every library j.n the state.

Perhaps a "suo-regional library" system could be set

up in r.aine. With the raine State Library and the Division of

Eye Care (or a single regional 1Thrary) at the center of the

system linking it with the n, Lional program perhaps four to

six larer libraries in key locattons in the state could be

invited to participate as nregionz,1" librarIes for the han-'ica

in their respective ar as of the state. Supplies of talking

book machines and other readinff, aids could be deposited at e ci

library in the system as well as a rotating depository collec-

tion of braille and talking book and large print materi-ls.

These librarieE- could th n either filter the ritterials to the

handicapped through their own local libraries or directly if

tiis is more conve nt. Co ts of the system, staffing, sp

etc. , should be shared by the communities proportionately

according to the number of handicapped individn-lls served in each

community, supplemented with state funds.

"Every kind of librarl should make a special
effort to include blind and visually handicapped people
in all the services provided for sighted patrons. Needs
for book talks, story hours, vacation rc-'dng orol-rams,
adult education activities, musical events and reader
advisory services are the same for all people--sighted
and blind--regardless of the form of the books supplied

107
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to fill the individual need. _Application of these
standards is not limited to libraries which serve blind
people exclusively b-6t e:,:tends to all agencies which
render or might render library services to blind and
visually handicapped peoplepublic libraries, school
libraries, collee libraries regional libraries for
the blind and others."

It is clear from what has gone before that Mainets basic

philosphy in devling with handicaT)ped persons is that they can

become contributing members of society If the necessary aids

are supplied. In keeping with this philosophy, every library

in the state where handicapped persons form part of the clientele,

actual or potential, ways should be sought to include them in

the library prograns and activities. Special activities for

the handicapped arc not sought but ways for incorporating the

handicapped in normal activities are desperately needed.

"While blind and visually handicapped people
in any community are apt to be relatively few in number,
the range of theiir reading needs nay run the full gamut
of human knowledge. Adequate library service to blind
and visually handicapped readers is poss3ble only if

.all librariesthose which generally serve sighted read-
ers as well as those which generally serve blind readers--
are systematically linked together into an integrated
system specifically designed to bring together these
readers and special library materials for their reading
needs."

Two recomm ndations sprin5 from this principle. First

of all, the possibility of several "library-Materials-For-The-

Handicaped-Mobiles" in the state should be seriously investi-

crated. Several bookmobiles could be so constructed as to be

equipped with library materials for the handicapped instead

of conventional reading materials. These mobiles could circulate,

perhaps one for each region in the state based on population

spread, periodically bringing library services directly to
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towns and cities where handicapped per ons axe known to reside..

Secondly, until a formal system of librarmes servi

Maine s handicapped could be set up what would be the possi-

bility of sou° sort of "free" telephone hook-up between the ha

capped andtheir regional library,

tate direct and imred

be left with th

c service?

regior-1 librarian a

system that would facili-

rhaps a sum of money c

d collect calls from

Maine readers would then be permitted and paid for with this

be replenished -as needed.

The sole aim in all of these re-commend tions is merely

to bring reader and service closer to,c-othur so that thereby

time and resources may be used more efficiently, more services

nay be possible and more handicapped persons may be reached

with them. The library system, the library-service-for-the-

handicapped-mobile, the "free" telephone access to the library,

are all recommended as more direct means of bringing li-

brary services to Mainets handicapped readers. Such direct

service would bc another step toward providing the handicapped

with equal access to library resources in Maine, tie goal

proposed in the Governor SHARE Proclamation and in the Maine

"State Plan" presented for funds under the Library Ser-,Ices and

Construction Act, Title TV B.

id
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CONCLUSION

"Whereas, library service in this nation of high
democratic ideals should be extended to all persons
regardless of any physical handicap; and..."
(Maine Governorts "SITARII Month Proclamation)

"Long-ran-7e goals include service to -"-e physically
handicapped in the overall goal of equal access to
good library service for every resident of the State."
(Maine State "Plan", L.S.C.A.., Title 1V-B.)

The program of library services for the handicapped

has indeed grown in the late sixties in Maine. The number of

talking books and braille readers using the regional library

services has more than doubled in thc last thrce years or so.

The number of reading aids other than the tn.lking books and

braille has also more than doubled as far as use is concerned.

Maine is truly moving toward 'equal access to good library

service for every resident of the State."

In the first part of the state of the art report it

was shown, that Yainers program of library service- is no

only needed presently because of the number of users but also

k s great potential use for future years of expansion and

strengthened services The second section of this work em-

phasized the agencies serving the handicapped. "Cooperation"

is the chief characteristic responsible for the recent growth

of tliese services, and it is also the characteristic that can

help Maine to achieve its goal of ttequal access." Cooperation

that ail may read will brin:, about an efficient, effective

and personal program o library services reaching all of Mainels
110
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handicapped reaLlers.
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